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The Voice 
April 2017    Immanuel Church, 10 Woodland Street Hartford, CT 06105

                                                                  

 

 

 

 

Easter Sunday, April 16th, 10am Worship: 

Immanuel Celebrates the Risen Jesus AND the arrival  

of our Newly-hired Associate Minister, Isaac Lawson! 

 

 

 

 

 

Join Us for a Second Hour Discussion 

with State Representative  

Matt Ritter: 11:15am, Sunday,  

April 2nd   

Immanuel is delighted to welcome State 

Representative Matt Ritter in a Second Hour 

presentation at the church on Sunday, April 2
nd

, 

immediately after the morning service. 

  

Rep. Ritter is the newly-elected Majority Leader of the 

Connecticut House of Representatives and represents 

the Hartford legislative district in which Immanuel 

Church is located. 

  

Rep. Ritter will review current issues before the 

Connecticut legislature of interest to members of ICC. 

Some of these matters include the state budget, taxes, 

funding for public schools, $15/hour minimum wage, 

conversion therapy, support for immigrants, 

Connecticut’s response to new federal initiatives, 

family and medical leave, access to healthcare, 

criminal justice reforms, and adoptee access to birth 

records. 

 

Please join us for this conversation with Rep. Ritter. 
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Immanuel Co-sponsors Screening of 

Powerful and Timely Documentary 

OUT OF ORDER: Sunday, April 2nd, 

2:45pm, Westminster Presbyterian 

Church, 2080 Boulevard, West 

Hartford 

Out of Order by the British filmmaker Amanda 

Bluegrass focuses on five LGBT seminarians hoping to 

follow their call and become ministers in the 

Presbyterian Church (USA) at a time when the 

denomination prohibited LGBT candidates from 

ordination. This is a story that goes far beyond any one 

denomination, and the Connecticut screening is 

sponsored by an ecumenical network of churches and 

groups.  

 

Filmed beautifully, Out of Order is the story of 

personal courage and persistence confronting 

organizational misunderstanding, fear, and bigotry. It 

shows the cost of faithfulness. It is also the story of 

faith prevailing. Here is a link for more information: 

http://www.outoforderdoc.com/about/#synopsis. Alex 

McNeill, Executive Director of More Light 

Presbyterians and one of the subjects of Out of Order, 

will be present to engage in conversation about the 

film and his experiences as a transgender person of 

faith. 

 

The screening will take place on Sunday, April 2
nd

, at 

Westminster Presbyterian Church, 2080 Boulevard, 

West Hartford, CT. Doors open at 2:45pm and the 

screening starts at 3pm. A reception will follow the 

showing. We will finish early enough so you can be 

home to see UConn Women’s Basketball! Following is 

a list of co-sponsors for this important event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Immanuel Will Soon Launch Its New 

Website! 

If you haven’t logged on to www.iccucc.org recently, 

you’ll want to now! Our slick, contemporary, easy-to-

navigate site better reflects the current vision, direction 

and beliefs of our beloved Immanuel. We all owe an 

enormous debt of gratitude to Joel DeJong who 

designed the site and is getting it up and running with 

creativity, persistence and perseverance. 

 

 

 
 

Maundy Thursday Worship:  

April 13th, 7:30pm 

Join us for the Service of Tenebrae, led by church 

clergy and deacons. Many in our congregation find this 

service to be among the most touching and deeply 

moving events of our church calendar.  

 

http://www.outoforderdoc.com/about/#synopsis
http://www.iccucc.org/
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ALL-CHURCH EVENT: THE LAST 

SUPPER – A SEDER SERVICE 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 13th 

5pm Gathering, 5:30pm Service begins, 

followed by a light supper 

Led by Dr. Ellie Eisenberg and hosted by the Christian 

Education Committee, Immanuel friends of all ages are 

invited to share a Seder meal together, much as Jesus 

and His followers celebrated Passover together in 

Jerusalem before His death and resurrection.  Ellie 

Eisenberg, leader of the weekly Old Testament Bible 

study, promises an educational (and somewhat 

irreverent) approach to this service. 

Will there be bugs? Who will ask the questions?  

Is haroset yummy?  Why eat matzoh? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good Friday Community Worship:  

April 14th, Noon, Beginning at Trinity 

Episcopal Church, 120 Sigourney 

Street 

Community procession between Asylum Hill area 

churches, with brief services held at each, including 

Immanuel. The diversity of the worship styles, 

sanctuaries and participants makes the Good Friday 

service a memorable blend of people and praises! 

 
 

Community Easter Sunrise Worship: 

April 16th, 7am 

For early risers, the community Sunrise Service, held 

at the Elizabeth Park Overlook, is a tremendous way to 

join in the celebration of Easter across area Christian 

churches. Then head over to Immanuel for an Easter 

breakfast beginning at 8am (see following article.)  
 
 
 
 

 

 

Immanuel’s Easter Worship:  

April 16th, 10am 

Arrive early and enjoy a delicious Pancake Breakfast 

(see additional announcement.) Then join us as we 

celebrate this joyous day in the life of our church. And 

see the following announcements for the special events 

in store for our Christian Kids! during Holy Week and 

Easter! 
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Christian Kids! Church School on 

Palm Sunday, April 9th, during 10am 

Worship 

Christian Kids! travel the Road to Resurrection! 

Friends, relatives and neighbors all welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Christian Kids! Church School on 

Easter Sunday, April 16th, during 10am 

Worship 

Christian Kids! experience hands-on fun with a variety 

of surprising activities designed to help them discover 

the amazing surprise that Jesus is alive! Friends, 

relatives and neighbors all welcome. 

 

 
 

Easter Sunday Pancake Breakfast 

Following the great response and success of the Easter 

Breakfast 2016, Jim and Herb invite you and your 

family to join us again for a Pancake Breakfast on 

Easter Sunday, April 16
th

. We will be serving from 

8:00am to 9:30am in Fellowship Hall, come anytime. 

The menu will include fresh pancakes (a gluten-free 

option will be available), hot MAPLE syrup, sausage 

patties, fruit salad, danish, coffee, tea and orange juice. 

Admission is free, but there will be a free will offering 

basket to defray the cost. Join us for breakfast before 

our worship service here at Immanuel or join us after 

the Sunrise Service at Elizabeth Park. Please sign up in 

Fellowship Hall so we have an approximate idea of 

how much food to order. 

 

 

 
 
Easter Mission Trip Fundraiser 

We are approximately one third of the way to our 

mission trip fundraising target for the 13 youth and 

adults traveling to Nicaragua this August and need 

your support to reach our goal. On the bulletin board in 

Fellowship Hall, you will find envelopes labeled with 

numbers from 1 to 100. Simply choose the envelope 

that corresponds to the donation that you would like to 

make, fill it with cash or a check and place it in the 

offering plate. The “Envelope Wall” will be available 

during the Lenten season and your donation will be 

recorded on your Immanuel giving statement. Please 

contact Tracy Gormley with questions or for more 

information.  
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Bill to Protect Youth from 

Conversion Therapy Advances in  

Connecticut Legislature 

CT Equality, a coalition of LGBTQ, youth, mental 

health, legal, faith and civil rights organizations, has 

introduced a bill to prohibit conversion therapy by 

licensed providers working with youth: HB 6695: An 

Act Concerning the Protection of Youth from 

Conversion Therapy.  

 

Conversion therapy is a discredited and dangerous 

practice that falsely claims to change a person’s sexual 

orientation or gender identity or expression. When 

young people come out, they often risk rejection by 

their family. In addition to the trauma of being rejected 

by the people closest to them, youth face additional 

trauma when sent to conversion therapy in hopes that 

they will become “normal” and conform to 

heterosexual, cisgender identities. 

 

Conversion therapy is not simply ineffective; it is also 

harmful. It is associated with higher rates of addiction, 

depression, self-harm, and suicide attempts. The 

nation’s top medical and mental health professional 

organizations, including the American Medical 

Association, the American Psychological Association, 

and the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 

Rights, do not recognize conversion therapy as 

legitimate and have condemned the practice.  

 

Immanuel’s LGBTQ Task Force strongly supports this 

bill so all young people in Connecticut can lead happy, 

healthy lives regardless of their sexual orientation, 

gender identity or expression. Other states, including 

Oregon, Vermont, California, New Jersey, Illinois, and 

Washington D.C., have successfully passed similar 

legislation. It is time for Connecticut to remain a leader 

in protecting the rights of our LGBTQ population. 

Please call your State Senator or Representative and 

ask them to support HB 6695. For more information, 

contact CT Equality Coordinator, Anne Stanback at 

annestanback@gmail.com or 860-280-6896. 
 

 

The Ouffi family says thank you to 

their Immanuel friends with a 

luncheon at their apartment 

Refugee resettlement is carried out at the community 

level across America by volunteers from thousands of 

faith-based organizations. Last winter a group of 

Immanuel members decided to form a team within our 

congregation to take part. Catholic Charities of the 

Archdiocese of Hartford connected the team with the 

six-member Ouffi family when they arrived last July. 

Since then, a group of about a dozen committed 

Immanuel volunteers have showed up day after day 

and week after week to offer this family friendship, 

practical assistance, and understanding. The family has 

responded with endearing kindness, gratitude, and 

generosity of their own.   

 

Watch for an insert in the Sunday Order of Service 

suggesting new volunteer opportunities in our ongoing 

assistance to this family and also to another more 

recently-arrived Syrian family we are getting to know. 

We hope more Immanuel members will consider 

taking part in small and large ways that fit their talents 

and schedules! 

 

If you’re interested in a more complete report on 

Immanuel’s refugee efforts, contact Dan Conable, 

danconable@gmail.com and he can send you the 

Team’s first annual report to the Church Council, 

which will be ready in a few days. 
The Immanuel Refugee Team 

 

 

 

mailto:annestanback@gmail.com
mailto:danconable@gmail.com
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Fundraising Committee: Immanuel 

Appreciates your Candle Purchases! 

Thanks to everyone who supported the Fundraising 

Committee’s sale of soy candles. We hope you enjoy 

them. 

 

We have nine candles left, so if you were unable to 

purchase one and would like to have one or more for 

yourself or for gifts, please contact Norma Flynn at 

normaflynn14@yahoo.com or 860-345-4975 and we 

will make arrangements. 

 

The large 16 oz jars sell for $21.50 and the small 8 oz 

jars sell for $12.95. 
 

 

 

 

Needed: Servers for Loaves & Fishes 

Fourth Thursdays in May, July and September, from 

10:30am – 12:40pm. Any month—or all three!—

would be welcome. Thank you! 

Barbara Gordon, 860-658-6546 

 

 

 

 

Immanuel's Habitat for Humanity team 

is back to work!  

We will have our first build date for a house in the 

Marshall Street area on Saturday, April 22
nd

. No 

experience necessary and first-timers are welcome. 

Hope you can join us! There will be a sign-up sheet in 

Fellowship Hall, or contact Kent Dunlap, 

kent.dunlap@trincoll.edu, 860-523-4552, for more 

information. 

 

 

 

Reception of New Members  

We will receive new members into the life of 

Immanuel on Sunday, April 30
th

, during worship. If 

you have joined us for a Newcomers’ Brunch and 

membership at Immanuel feels right for you at this 

time, we hope you will become part of our faith 

community on this date. If you would like more 

information, please feel free to contact the church 

office at 860-527-8121 or John Scully at 860-521-

4668, jdscully@comcast.net. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heifer Trip 

Children, youth, families and adults of all ages are 

invited to join us as we visit the Heifer Farm in 

Rutland, Massachusetts on Saturday, April 29
th 

as we 

participate in their “Discover Heifer” tour program 

from 10am-1:30pm. This all-ages program will include 

a guided tour and introductory video showing how 

Heifer is improving millions of lives around the world. 

We will experience the sustainable agricultural 

practices that Heifer supports as we explore their 

gardens, livestock areas and Global Village sites. The 

fee is $5 per person and space is limited. Bus 

transportation will be available if there is enough 

interest. Please contact Tracy Gormley to sign up or 

for more information. 
 

mailto:normaflynn14@yahoo.com
mailto:kent.dunlap@trincoll.edu
mailto:jdscully@comcast.net
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Christian Education Appreciation 
Sunday: April 30th, 9:15am 

We are blessed with so many wonderful and talented 

volunteers in our children and youth faith formation 

programs. The Board of Christian Education invites 

you to share in our gratitude as we recognize, bless and 

gift these many servants of God with a breakfast in 

Fellowship Hall. Be sure to join us after worship for a 

special reception where you can also thank these 

wonderful folks for sharing their time and talents with 

our young people. 

  

 

 

Fundraising, Immanuel’s Way 

Over the years, we have done fundraising at Immanuel 

for mission trips, children’s musical education and 

other purposes. Most of you recognize the annual 

Silent Auction as a major fundraiser. Based on 

feedback last year, we concluded that the traditional 

Sunday Silent Auction has run its course and should be 

retired. Last year’s Fall Gala with an auction, however, 

was a success and will remain as a marquee event for 

fundraising this year. But you can expect a lot more 

fun. 

 

Each year, our Stewardship pledges are supplemented 

by funds from our endowment and, in recent years, 

fundraising efforts. The balanced budget we celebrate 

for 2017 can only be implemented successfully if we 

achieve $15,000 in fundraising devoted to the general 

budget. But to increase interest, most of our 

fundraising events will involve the offering of goods 

and services rather than just asking for pure donations. 

And we will try to draw in folks from outside 

Immanuel as we raise funds. 

One great discovery at the Fall Gala in October was 

the positive feedback about how important social 

events are to the congregation. When we marry the two 

needs – raising money with a social event, the level of 

success increases. But, not everyone is interested in a 

formal social function so you can expect that we will 

offer at least one other social type event. And we will 

occasionally add the sale of common purchases that 

you already make, like the candle sales that we have 

had the past two Sundays. Expect flowering plants just 

before Mother’s Day, gift cards and other holiday item 

sales throughout the year to make it easier for your 

shopping needs, while also helping to balance the 

church budget.    

 

Stay tuned for more info throughout the year. If you 

would like to volunteer to work on one or more 

fundraising activities, please contact Jennifer Gaudet at 

860 798-7454 or jennifergaudet@sbcglobal.net. And 

remember to support the upcoming Youth and Adult 

mission trip to Nicaragua, through their separate 

fundraising events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Group Warms the Hearts of 

Attendees and Organizers at “Church 

By the Pond” on March 4th  
The frigid temps didn’t deter our Youth Group from 

collecting, organizing and distributing toiletries to 

those in need at Bushnell Park in early March. The 

teens first gathered in the Parlor to organize and bag 

the generous donations of toiletries given by the 

congregation before embarking to the park. Once 

gathered at Bushnell Park, the youth joined others 

present and participated in the worship service 

conducted by the clergy from Christ Cathedral. After 

the service, our youth along with a group from St. 

Bridgett’s served bagged lunches and gave toiletries to 

those in need. The air temperatures along with the 

tel:(860)%20798-7454
mailto:jennifergaudet@sbcglobal.net
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wind chill factor were in the single digits that day but 

our young people did not complain knowing that they 

were there with a purpose.  

 

We received some very kind words from Andrew, one 

of the organizers of this weekly event, “There are 

many things that our guests cannot rely on...BUT they 

KNOW because of God’s love that they can show up 

and get food, spiritual solace. LOVE & THANKS to 

MIGHTY IMMANUEL and their generous donation 

of hygiene products.” Andrew goes on to share that a 

few months ago a KKK rally in North Carolina was 

evidently cancelled because of cold weather. “We 

NEVER !! cancel... LOVE BEATS HATE !!!” Amen! 

 
 

 

 

 

³Called to Action² 
We are Called to Action 

More than 25 people are meeting to share our concerns 

about the threats to our core values of love and justice. 

We're inspired by supporting each other and by the 

actions many of us are taking. The group wanted to 

share our informal tally of what we’ve done: 

 

 176 Calls to legislators 

 148 Postcards sent to Washington 

 68 Letters and emails to Washington 

 16  Attendance at Marches and Town Halls 

 19 Attendance at Resistance groups 

 

We’ve also signed petitions and made donations to 

advocacy groups. Many of us are overwhelmed by the 

threats to our values as well as so many opportunities 

to respond.  We continue to encourage each other to 

just do something.   

 

Our informal group will next meet Wednesday,  

April 19
th

 at 7pm. Check out the Advocacy Table in 

Fellowship Hall for more information. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Sunday is April 16, 2017 
It’s time to order your lilies! 

Celebrate your loved ones by purchasing 
a plant in their honor.  
Plants are $20 each. 

 

 
 
Please make your check payable to:  
Immanuel Congregational Church with 
“Easter Lilies” in the memo line.  
 
Send it along with this order form to 
the church: 10 Woodland St., Hartford, 
CT 06105, or place your order in the 
Sunday offering plate, or drop it off in 
the church office.  
 
Deadline for your order is Monday, 
April 10th. 
 
Please indicate your preferred 
dedication for each plant ordered: 
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________

________________________________ 
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 April  2017  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1  
 

2 8:30am Bible Study 

9am Open Choir Rehearsal 
10am Worship, including 
Church School  
11:15am Second Hour 
Discussion 
5:30pm Youth Group 
 

3 7pm Diaconate 

Meeting 
7pm Property 
Committee Meeting 
 

4  
 

5  
 

6 10am Charter Oak 

Health Van 
6pm Jesus & Justice 
Lenten Bible Study 
7:30pm Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
 

7  
 

8 10am Ellen Kelsey 

Memorial & Reception 
1pm Church Kitchen 
Rental 

9 8:30am Bible Study 

9am Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
10am Worship, including 
Church School 
 

10 7pm Social 

Action & Mission 
Committee Meeting 
 

11 8am South 

Marshall Street 
Interfaith Coalition 
Meeting 
 

12 1pm Prayer 

Shawl Knitting Group 
7pm Finance 
Committee Meeting 
 

13 10am Charter 

Oak Health Van 
12:30pm Personnel 
Committee Meeting 
5pm Seder Dinner 
7:30pm Tenebrae 
Worship  
 

14 12pm Good 

Friday Community 
Worship 
 

15  
 

16 7am Sunrise Service 

8am Pancake Breakfast 
8:30am Bible Study 
9am Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
10am Worship, including 
Church School 
 

17 7pm Council 

Meeting 
 

18 11am Immanuel 

Serves at Loaves & 
Fishes 
 

19 6pm Marshall 

House Birthday Party 
7pm Called to Action 
Meeting 
7:30pm PFLAG 
Meeting 
 

20 10am Charter 

Oak Health Van 
6pm Christian 
Education Committee 
Meeting 
7:30pm Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
 

21 7pm Concora 

Rehearsal 
 

22  
 

23 8:30am Bible Study 

9am Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
10am Worship, including 
Church School 
5:30pm Youth Group at 
Faith Church 
 

24  
 

25 6:30pm Called 

to Care Meeting 
 

26 1pm Prayer 

Shawl Knitting Group 
 

27 10am Charter 

Oak Health Van 
7:30pm Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
 

28  
 

29 10am Immanuel 

Visits Heifer Farm 
 

30 8:30am Bible Study 

9am Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
9:15am CE Breakfast 
10am African Music 
Worship, including Church 
School and Receiving New 
Members 
3pm RIMACT Conf. 
Planning Meeting 
4pm Concora Concert 
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Ministers      All Members of the Church   www.iccucc.org 

 

 
OFFICE HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30AM – 4:30PM 

FARMINGTON AVE AT WOODLAND ST | HARTFORD CT | 06105 
O F F I C E  8 6 0 - 5 2 7 - 8 1 2 1  WWW.ICCUCC.ORG 

Senior Pastor Rev. Kari Nicewander kari.nicewander@iccucc.org 

Church Administrator Sue Fisher admin@iccucc.org 

Director of Music Mark Singleton singletonmark@iccucc.org  

Director of Children’s Ministry Tracy Gormley tracy.gormley@iccucc.org  

Organist Stephen Scarlato stephenscarlato@iccucc.org 

Bookkeeper Meredyth Aregood iccuccbookkeeper@gmail.com 

Choral Librarian Jennifer Lamson jen.lamson@iccucc.org  

Youth Group Tracy Gormley & Stanley 
Maticka 

tracy.gormley @iccucc.org 
stanleymaticka@gmail.com 

Nursery/Toddler Childcare Marie Cohen &  
Olivia Carnegie 

 
 

Sound Engineer Robert Hafner, Jr. bobby.hafner@iccucc.org  

Sexton 
Assistant Sexton 

Joe Joiner 
Ty Adgers 

 

http://www.iccucc.org/
http://www.iccucc.org/
mailto:jen.lamson@iccucc.org

