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Souper Bowl Sunday, February 5th! 

Delicious soup made by our Youth Group is available 

for sale following worship on February 5
th

. For $5.00, 

you receive a bowl of soup, including bread, that can 

be eaten at church or taken “to-go.” Proceeds benefit 

this year’s intergenerational mission trip to Nicaragua! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VALENTINE POPS Are Waiting for 

Chocolate Lovers and Music Lovers 

Jim Mallek has made several varieties of chocolate 

lollipops to help Immanuel fund guest instrumentalists 

this spring. Look for the red table in Fellowship Hall 

after the services on Sunday, February 5
th

, and Sunday, 

February 12
th

. Lollipops are $3 each, or 2 for $5. If 

you’d like to purchase 10 or more, e-mail 

dorriebrass@gmail.com, and we’ll have them bagged 

and waiting for you. You’ll love the taste, the gratitude 

and the music that will come from buying and enjoying 

these pops.   

 

 

 

Where Do We Go From Here? 

How can we respond to troubling news from 

Washington DC? We may choose to write letters, 

demonstrate, or hide under the covers! It’s sometimes 

hard to know what to do. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us Sunday, February 12
th

, following worship, 

for a Second Hour to share some specific ideas. 

 

The day after the inauguration, many from Immanuel 

gathered in Hartford, Boston, New York City and 

Washington DC to march with thousands of others. For 

many, these were joyful, hopeful demonstrations. In 

the Sunday Second Hour on the 12
th

, we will share 

some of that hope. We will then focus on concrete 

actions to encourage love and respect for all people, as 

well as resistance to the efforts to destroy values we 

hold dear. 

 

mailto:dorriebrass@gmail.com
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If you went to a January 22
nd

 march and have photos to 

share with the group, please email them to Nancy Rion 

no later than Sunday, February 5
th

. 

 

Nancy is also collecting (1) resources (websites of 

organizations) that might be helpful to share and (2) 

specific, concrete ideas for things we can do. Please 

contact her by Friday, February 10
th

, so that we can 

provide this information to everyone on February 12
th

. 

 

If you have any questions or suggestions, contact 

Kristen Boucher, kristenboucher@gmail.com or  

Nancy Rion, nancyrion2@gmail.com.  

 

 

 
 
The “Going Home” Basket Project 

During this very scary, uncertain and upsetting time in 

our country, I found myself needing to turn my fear, 

upset and anger into something positive and 

productive. I thought of Marshall House, which has 

been part of the life of Immanuel for a number of 

years. I asked if there is something (in addition to the 

monthly birthday party) we could do for the people 

there. I was told that each time a family moves out into 

their own place, there is an effort to give them a ‘going 

home’ basket as they leave. Some household items 

they like to include are listed below. We have the 

blessing of Kari to have these items dropped at the 

church office, or they can be dropped at my house  

(968 West Boulevard, Hartford). If you have any of 

these ‘gently used’ items, please let me know at 860-

233-8696, or email swwiseman@sbcglobal.net.  

 

The first delivery to Marshall House was made 

recently. Denise Gordon’s daughter, Ashley, was 

cleaning out Denise’s house and offered the kitchen 

items from her house to this effort. Charles and I 

delivered four huge boxes. The staff was thrilled! 

Knowing that Denise was so dedicated to Social 

Action and Justice made the donation even more 

wonderful and meaningful for me. I think Denise was 

smiling from above. 

 

I look forward to working with you in this mission. If 

you have any questions, please feel free to let me 

know, and thank you in advance for your help. 

 

Items requested: Plates, cups, silverware, utensils, pots 

and pans, cleaning supplies, small appliances (such as 

toasters, coffee makers, hand mixers, crock pots). 

With love for all people, 

Sandy Wiseman 

 

 

 

Update on Immanuel’s Refugee Family 

We see our refugee family making such a brave effort 

against huge odds! Six months of more doctor and 

dental appointments than you can imagine, after years 

when no one in the family could get regular medical 

care… Getting all the kids started in school, where 

they must grapple with an unfamiliar curriculum in a 

foreign language…Trying to build relationships in the 

New Britain Muslim community…Finding a full-time 

job for the father of the family…Learning how to get 

around, bank, and shop…For the parents, learning 

English from scratch with everything else demanding 

their time and attention…Whenever we start feeling 

discouraged on their behalf, the Ouffi family’s 

commitment to each other and their gratitude for our 

visits every day or two for language lessons, 

transportation to an appointment, or counseling them 

through the latest thicket of red tape keep us inspired. 

 

Our dedicated group of volunteers has put in close to 

five hundred hours altogether in helping this Syrian 

family find their way in Connecticut. The 

congregation’s generous financial contributions to 

church refugee fund before they arrived have enabled 

us to step in with one-time assistance in areas critical 

to getting their lives set up here. 

 

We look back at the amazing half-year since they 

arrived and treasure the opportunity we have had get to 

know this particular family well, and to see how their 

principles and their faith, along with helping hands 

from our congregation and many others as well, have 

helped them get through the first hard months in this 

strange land.  

The Immanuel Refugee Team 

mailto:kristenboucher@gmail.com
mailto:nancyrion2@gmail.com
tel:860-233-8696
tel:860-233-8696
mailto:swwiseman@sbcglobal.net
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Attention Council, Deacons, Ushers, 

Christian Kids leaders, Social Action 

and Personnel! 

Are you new to your volunteer position or missed the 

required safe church training? Please contact Tracy 

Gormley so that a make-up session can be scheduled 

that will keep us all in compliance: 

tracy.gormley@iccucc.org, or 860-527-8121.  

 

 

 

Weather Watch 

During the winter months, information regarding any 

event cancellation or the closing of Immanuel Church 

due to inclement weather will be broadcast on: WFSB-

TV (Channel 3), NBC, FOX CT and these CBS radio 

stations: WTIC AM (1080) WRCH FM (100.5), WTIC 

FM (96.5) and WZMX FM (93.7). 

 

The information will also be available on-line at: 

www.wfsb.com, www.nbcconnecticut.com, 

www.foxct.com, and www.iccucc.org.  

 

 
Collaborative Worship with Faith 

Congregational Church at Faith 

Church, 2030 Main Street, Hartford: 

Sunday, February 26th, 10am 

We are blessed to worship together with Faith 

Congregational Church, our sister church in the North 

End of Hartford. Please plan on attending this beautiful 

service as we continue to grow our relationships with 

Faith. For those unable to attend worship at Faith 

Church, a small service will be held at 10am in the 

Immanuel Chapel with nursery care provided. 

 

Membership Committee:  

Welcome New Members! 

On Sunday, January 29
th

, we happily welcomed a 

wonderful group of people into Membership! We 

joyfully welcome again: Cliff Oliver, Susan 

Haberlandt, Keith Powell, Guy Dyer, Alexandra 

Soiseth and Elijah Nealy. What a wide variety of 

people – some with us as long as 60 years and others 

just six weeks…but all excited to be a part of this 

Immanuel community. 

 

The gifts each person brings, adds new possibilities for 

our life together, helping to make our faith community 

stronger. We look forward, with anticipation, to the 

contributions they will make in time. Welcome again! 
 

Welcome New Member Guy Dyer (photo 

unavailable) 

Guy Dyer grew up in West Hartford and was a resident 

there until his move to Bloomfield a few years ago. He 

was previously a member at St. James Episcopal 

Church, where he was a choirboy and altar boy in his 

youth. Guy served in the US Navy and spent his 

professional career at Fleet Bank, retiring in 1994. He 

joined Imagineers and retired again three years ago at 

age 87. 

 

Guy loves to sing and was a member of the Hartford 

Chapter of Barbershoppers. He is an avid golfer and 

Yankee fan. Guy and Harriot are proud parents of three 

children and three grandsons. Guy asks that he be 

accepted for membership without being physically able 

to attend the New Members ceremony.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome New Member Susan 

Haberlandt 

Susan grew up in eastern Connecticut, but has lived in 

West Hartford for over 40 years. She and her husband 

Karl have two children and two grandchildren, all of 

whom live in this area, much to her delight! Her 

professional life has been in the world of education in 

mailto:tracy.gormley@iccucc.org
tel:(860)%20527-8121
http://www.wfsb.com/
http://www.nbcconnecticut.com/
http://www.foxct.com/
http://www.iccucc.org/
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college and then later in independent schools as 

teacher and administrator. Retired since 2011, she and 

Karl enjoy reading, travelling when health permits, and 

time with family! Worship, music, and preaching in a 

church community where outreach and social justice 

are at the core have drawn her to Immanuel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Welcome New Member Cliff Oliver 

Originally from the Syracuse, NY, area, Cliff spent his 

childhood on a dairy farm. He received his BS from 

Iowa State University. A job brought him to 

Connecticut in 1976 and he has been here ever since. 

He worked for Aetna until 1989 when he started 

teaching third grade in Suffield, CT. Cliff retired in 

2015 and is enjoying his retirement working out, 

kayaking and reading. His folks have passed and the 

rest of his family is in the Portland, ME, area. He has 

many good friends in the Hartford area and is spending 

his retirement with them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Welcome New Member Keith Powell 

Keith lives with his partner Kim in West Simsbury and 

has two adult children adopted from Russia. A native 

of upstate New York, he came to Connecticut to work 

with the Hartford Symphony Orchestra and then found 

himself teaching youth construction skills. He now 

owns his own construction business called Hartford 

Housewrights and specializes in renovations and 

working with the homeowner to create their dream 

home. 

 

Keith has always been a spiritual person, and is drawn 

to churches with both strong music and outreach 

components. Trained as a musician, he has sung for 

many choirs. He is currently enjoying singing in the 

ICC choir, and believes, as a friend says, “that music 

can serve as a window to the Creator.”  

 

Keith has a deep passion to serve others, he spends 

several weeks annually doing mission trips rebuilding 

disaster areas around the country. In his spare time, he 

enjoys reading, cooking and eating, gardening, 

crossing off items on the daily to-do-list and travel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome New Members Elijah Nealy 

and Alexandra Soiseth 

After many years in NYC, Elijah moved to West 

Hartford in 2015 to take a faculty position at the 

University of Saint Joseph. He is a clinical social 

worker and clergy with Metropolitan Community 

Church. Elijah and spouse, Alexandra Soiseth, have 

two adult children, Karen and Alex, and a 12-year-old 

daughter, Kaj. Elijah works extensively with trans and 

gender diverse communities, particularly young people 

and their families, and is author of the forthcoming 

book, Transgender Children and Youth: Cultivating 

Pride and Joy with Families in Transition [Norton 

5/2017]. He is also engaged in anti-racism work. 

 

Alexandra was born in Canada, and raised in 

Porcupine Plain, Saskatchewan (yes, that’s a real 

place) and is a writer and teacher and college 

administrator. She’s married to Elijah Nealy with 

whom she co-parents their three children, Karen, 35, 

Alex, 29 and Kaj, 12. She’s a published writer (a 

memoir, Choosing You (Seal Press), and various 

stories and essays), who thought she hated dogs until 

she met Elijah who said, “Love me, love my dog.” 

They now have a neurotic terrier and a feisty 

Chihuahua, and she is seriously considering a third 

(just please, don’t tell her husband).   
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Needed: Servers for Loaves & Fishes 

Fourth Thursdays in March, May, July and September, from 10:30am – 12:40pm. Any month—

or all four!—would be welcome. Thank you! 

Contact Barbara Gordon, 860-658-6546 
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◄  February  2017 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 5:30pm Junior 

Peacebuilders 
Meeting 
 

2 10am Charter Oak 

Health Van 
7:30pm Chancel 
Choir Rehearsal 
 

3 12:30pm 

Personnel Committee 
Meeting 
 

4 11:30am Junior 

Peacebuilders 
Meeting 
 

5 8:30am Bible 

Study 
9am Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
10am Worship, 
including Christian 
Kids! Church School 
and Trinity Tots 
Program 
11:15am Youth 
Souperbowl 
Fundraiser 
11:15am 
Stewardship/Planned 
Giving Committee 
Meeting 
 

6 5:30pm Junior 

Peacebuilders 
Meeting 
7pm Diaconate 
Meeting 
7pm Property 
Committee Meeting 
 

7 7pm Circle of Faith 

Discussion Group 
 

8 1pm Prayer Shawl 

Knitting Group 
3pm Circle of Faith 
Discussion Group 
5:30pm Junior 
Peacebuilders 
Meeting 
 

9 10am Charter Oak 

Health Van 
7:30pm Chancel 
Choir Rehearsal 
 
 

10  
 

11 11:30am Junior 

Peacebuilders 
Meeting 
 

12 8:30am Bible 

Study 
9am Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
10am Worship, 
including Christian 
Kids! Church School  

 
 

13 5:30pm Junior 

Peacebuilders 
Meeting 
7pm Social Action & 
Mission Committee 
Meeting 
 

14 8am South 

Marshall Street 
Interfaith Coalition 
Meeting 
 

15 5:30pm Junior 

Peacebuilders 
Meeting 
6pm Marshall House 
Birthday Party 
7pm Finance 
Committee Meeting 
7:30pm PFLAG 
Meeting 

 
 

16 10am Charter 

Oak Health Van 
6pm Christian 
Education Committee 
Meeting 
7:30pm Chancel 
Choir Rehearsal 
 
 

17  
 

18 10am Combined 

Choir Spirituals 
Rehearsal 
11:30am Junior 
Peacebuilders 
Meeting 
 

19 8:30am Bible 

Study 
9am Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
10am Worship, 
including Christian 
Kids! Church School 
2pm Combined Choir 
Spirituals Concert  
5:30pm Youth Group 

 
 

20 President’s Day: 

Church Office Closed 
 

21 11am Serving at 

Loaves & Fishes 
7pm Circle of Faith 
 

22 1pm Prayer 

Shawl Knitting Group 
3pm Circle of Faith 
Discussion Group 
5:30pm Junior 
Peacebuilders 
Meeting 
 
 

23 10am Charter 

Oak Health Van 
7:30pm Chancel 
Choir Rehearsal 
 
 

24  
 

25 11:30am Junior 

Peacebuilders 
Meeting 
 
 

26 8:30am Bible 

Study 
9am Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
10am Collaborative 
Worship at Faith 
Congregational 
Church 
10am Chapel Service 
at Immanuel 
 

27 5:30pm Junior 

Peacebuilders 
Meeting 
7pm Council Meeting 

 
 

28 6:30pm Called 

to Care Meeting 
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Ministers      All Members of the Church   www.iccucc.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:30AM – 4:30PM 
FARMINGTON AVE AT WOODLAND ST | HARTFORD CT | 06105 

O F F I C E  8 6 0 - 5 2 7 - 8 1 2 1   

WWW.ICCUCC.ORG 

Senior Pastor Rev. Kari Nicewander kari.nicewander@iccucc.org 
Church Administrator Sue Fisher admin@iccucc.org 
Director of Music Mark Singleton singletonmark@iccucc.org  
Director of Children’s 
Ministry 

Tracy Gormley tracy.gormley@iccucc.org  

Organist Stephen Scarlato stephenscarlato@iccucc.org 
Bookkeeper Meredyth Aregood iccuccbookkeeper@gmail.com 
Choral Librarian Jennifer Lamson jen.lamson@iccucc.org  
Youth Group Tracy Gormley & 

Stanley Maticka 
tracy.gormley @iccucc.org 
stanleymaticka@gmail.com 

Nursery/Toddler 
Childcare 

Marie Cohen &  
Olivia Carnegie 

 
 

Sound Engineer Robert Hafner, Jr. bobby.hafner@iccucc.org  
Sexton 
Assistant Sexton 

Joe Joiner 
Ty Adgers 

 

http://www.iccucc.org/
http://www.iccucc.org/
mailto:jen.lamson@iccucc.org

