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The Voice 

January 2019                     10 Woodland Street Hartford, CT 06105 

 

 
 

Best Wishes to the Interfaith  
Freedom and Justice Riders 

Look for stories of their experiences in the February edition of The Voice! 
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Help to Feed the Hungry on 

Communion Sundays! 
Mark your calendar! On the first Sunday of each 
month, we are invited to make cash donations or 
contribute non-perishable food items. Special 
favorites are boxed tuna and chicken, and peanut 
butter crackers. Please help fill the growing need for 
food assistance among our Hartford neighbors who 
routinely visit the church. 
 
 

 
Stewardship – Your Piece of the Pie 
We give because someone gave to us, but we are also 
changed by our own giving.  
 
Immanuel is like a co-op – the congregation funds and 
runs the church. We don’t exist without our members 
and donors and we are grateful to each other for what 
we have achieved. Now is the important time in our 
church calendar where we are called to step forward 
and give what we can. At this point, about 35% of our 
members have not pledged for 2019 and for those 
pledging, about 50% have not increased their level of 
giving. Our pledges have been averaging annual 
increases of 2% but so far, our 2019 pledges are down 
almost 5% over 2018. If we don’t correct this 
imbalance, the magnitude of budget cuts needed will 
start feeling really drastic. Already, many programs 
are in danger of being cut, causing grave 
disappointment to those actively trying to run them. 
Please strongly consider making or increasing your 
2019 pledge. Each gift helps – no matter how large or 
how small. If you can stretch a little further, contact 
Bob Willard at 860-436-7792, Keith Powell at 860-916-
4645, Gene Flynn at 860-212-7347 or the Church 
Office with your new or amended pledge. We need 
every piece of the pie to make the kind of difference 
that Immanuel is called to make. 

 
 

Call to the Annual Meeting: Sunday, 

January 27, 2019 
The Annual Meeting of Immanuel Congregational 
Church, UCC, 10 Woodland Street, Hartford, 
Connecticut, 06105, will be held on Sunday,  
January 27, 2019, following the 10am worship service. 
The meeting will receive reports, adopt the budget, 
elect officers and transact other business proper to 
come before the meeting. 
    Nancy Rion, Clerk 
 

 
Family Service Opportunity Sunday, 

January 6th! 
Households of all ages are invited to make sandwiches 
and assemble bagged lunches Sunday, January 6th, at 
11:15am for the folks served at Loaves & Fishes . 
These lunches help stretch food resources and will be 
given out at a noontime meal to take home to be 
eaten at a later time. Come help pack the 100+ 
lunches and have fun with friends and family. 
 

 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 

Collaborative Worship:  
Monday, January 21st, at Faith 

Congregational Church, 2030 Main St., 
Hartford, Time to Be Announced 
We join with Faith and other area congregations to 
commemorate MLK Day, and to recommit to the work 
of racial justice. This is an opportunity to continue to 
build our partnerships in the community and to 
continue to work for a more just world. Join us! 
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Immanuelites Do God’s Work in  
Puerto Rico 
Three Immanuelites traveled to Humacao, Puerto Rico 
this past November as part of a church-led house 
recovery mission team to help rebuild a home after 
the devastation caused by hurricane Maria. Keith 
Powell, Mark Singleton and Natalie Coleman-Fuller 
worked on a team of highly skilled construction 
leaders and enthusiastic apprentices from Asylum Hill 
Congregational Church and and the Elmwood 
Community Church in partnership with the United 
Church of Christ Disaster Ministries and la Iglesia 
Evangelica Unida de Puerto Rico (IEUPR) on this 
recovery mission.  
 
The team faced challenging conditions, beginning with 
a long daily commute to the rural worksite through 
unmarked and winding switchback roads, and worked 
long rain-drenched days to accomplish their goal. The 
team completed the difficult task of installing a metal 
roof, sheathing the exterior walls, and installing new 

windows of a home destroyed by the hurricane. But 
more than this, the team restored the hope of Paulo, 
the homeowner, who was feeling forgotten and alone. 
Throughout the week, the team members and Paulo 
shared stories and sandwiches as they worked side by 
side to build Paulo’s home, provide hope for his 
future, and restore his faith.  
 
The group finished their week with a Puerto Rican 
meal and surprise birthday party for Paulo. Each team 
member felt nourished and uplifted, armed with the 
knowledge that they received far more than they 
gave. 
 

 

 
Immanuel LGBTQ Task Force Meeting: 

Sunday, January 13th, following 
Worship, in the Parlor 
Newcomers are welcome! We will debrief our work 

during 2018, develop an upcoming calendar for 2019, 

and brainstorm ideas for new projects. Please join us! 

 

 

 

 
Weather Watch 
During the winter months, information regarding any 
event cancellation or the closing of Immanuel Church 
due to inclement weather will be broadcast on: WFSB-
TV (Channel 3), NBC, FOX CT and these CBS radio 
stations: WTIC AM (1080) WRCH FM (100.5), WTIC FM 
(96.5) and WZMX FM (93.7). 
 
The information will also be available on-line at: 
www.wfsb.com, www.nbcconnecticut.com, 
www.foxct.com and www.iccucc.org.  
 
 

http://www.wfsb.com/
http://www.nbcconnecticut.com/
http://www.foxct.com/
http://www.iccucc.org/
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Welcome New Members! 
On Sunday, December 2nd, we happily welcomed 
Barbara Shaw into Membership; and on Sunday, 
December 16th, we welcomed Barry Farnsworth. We 
are most grateful for the gifts they bring with them 
and we look forward to the ways in which they will 
enhance our Immanuel community. If you haven’t 
already, please take some time to get to know 
Barbara and Barry…and again, know that we joyfully 
welcome you both! 
 

 
Welcome New Member  

Barbara A. Shaw 
Barbara is the Executive Director of Hands On 
Hartford, a multi-service non-profit located 1.5 miles 
from Immanuel. She’s a veteran social worker with 
nearly 40 years of experience planning, leading, 
providing and evaluating services for individuals and 
families affected by poverty, homelessness, and 
complex health conditions. She earned her Master 
degree in social work at UConn and received her 
license in clinical social work in 1998. Originally from 
outside Albany NY, Barbara, her husband Bob, son 
Samuel and godson Anthony are long-time residents 
of the west end of Hartford. She often notes that she’s 
such a fan of Hartford that she works, lives, worships, 
and plays (when she has time) in our vibrant city and 
considers jaunts to other CT towns travel. Barbara is 
passionate about her faith in a God who cares about 
justice and compassion, and is seeking a faith 
congregation in which to engage, to serve and to grow 
spiritually. 

 
Welcome New Member  

Barry Farnsworth 
Barry was born, raised and has lived in West Hartford 
his entire life. After graduating from Hall High School, 
he began working at Saint Mary Home in the Dietary 
department where he stayed for 34 years. Following 
his work at Saint Mary Home, he began working as a 
service clerk at Waldbaums Supermarket in Bishops 
Corner, West Hartford. When Waldbaums became Big 
Y, he continued his employment there. He has worked 
in the same building as a service clerk for 17 years. 
Barry keeps busy at home with his guinea pigs and he 
enjoys singing, making new friends, going to the 
movies, and enjoys Broadway musicals and plays. 
 
We also welcomed New Member Wesley D. Jackson 
on Sunday, December 23rd. Look for his photo and 
biography in The Voice, February edition! 
 

 
Christian Kids Collecting Socks 
Our Christian Kids! are looking for donations of socks 

for a service project that they will complete on 

Sunday, February 3rd. These socks will be organized 

and rolled with loving sentiments and will be given to 

those in need by our youth group on their mission 

trips to Providence and Portland this spring/summer. 

Please deposit your donations in the bin in Fellowship 

Hall. Contact Tracy Gormley for more information at 

860-527-8121. 
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Gift Boxes to the Women at Marshall 

House Much Appreciated! 
Janelle Stevens spearheaded an initiative to collect 35 
gift boxes for the women at Marshall House. It was a 
true joy seeing the generosity of many Immanuelites 
as they gave decorated shoeboxes filled with useful 
special gifts such as gloves, scarves, bath soaps, 
candies, and gift cards. The gifts were delivered, and 
Marshall House was very appreciative of them. They 
expressed their deepest thanks, and said that the 
women were going to love them! 

 

Sharing Immanuel Christmas 
Memories…ENJOY! 
From our beloved pageant and Christmas Party to our 
Living Nativity, it was another glorious Christmas. 
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January Environmental Action of the 
Month 
It's cold outside and we want to keep our homes 
warm and cozy, save money on heating and electric 
bills, and protect our environment as much as 
possible. Have you had an energy assessment through 
Eversource to find out where you are losing heat? A 
home energy audit is highly recommended. Call 877-
947-3873 to ask questions, or go online at 
www.energized.com to get more information! Make 
an appointment and start reducing your carbon 
pollution and make your home more comfortable 
too!  

 
Our up-to-date Pictorial Church 

Directory is always available on the 
Immanuel website: www.iccucc.org. 

Click “About” on the homepage, then 
“Church Directory” and enter 

password: woodland8121. 
 

 
INTERESTED IN CARPOOLING? 
Please call Lynn Johnson, 860-324-9249 or Roland 
Axelson 860-817-2915 if you wish to give or receive 
rides to church services or events. Thanks!  

http://www.energized.com/
http://www.iccucc.org/
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 January  2019  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 New Year’s Day 

Church Office Closed 
 

2 12 Noon Charter Oak 

Health Van 
 

3 Interfaith Freedom 

and Justice Ride 
 

4 Interfaith Freedom 

and Justice Ride 
 

5 Interfaith Freedom 

and Justice Ride 
 

6 Interfaith Freedom 

and Justice Ride 
8:30am Bible Study 
9am Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
10am Worship w/Church 
School 
11:30am Family Ministry 
at Loaves & Fishes 
5:30pm Youth Group 
 

7 7pm Diaconate 

Meeting 
 

8 8am South Marshall 

Street Interfaith Coalition 
Meeting 
2pm Circle of Faith 
Discussion Group 
6:30pm Rev. Isaac 
Pastoral Relations 
Committee Meeting 
7pm Circle of Faith 
Discussion Group 
 

9 12 Noon Charter Oak 

Health Van 
1pm Prayer Shawl Knitting 
Group 
7pm Finance Committee 
Meeting 
 

10 7:30pm Chancel 

Choir Rehearsal 
 

11  
 

12  
 

13 8:30am Bible Study 

9am Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
10am Worship w/Church 
School 
11:15am LGBTQ Task 
Force Meeting 
1pm Youth Service Project 
at Immanuel House 
 

14 7pm Social Action & 

Mission Committee 
Meeting 
 

15  
 

16 12 Noon Charter 

Oak Health Van 
7pm Environmental Action 
Committee Meeting 
7:30pm PFLAG Meeting 

17 7:30pm Chancel 

Choir Rehearsal 
 

18  
 

19  
 

20 8:30am Bible Study 

9am Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
10am Worship w/Church 
School 
11:30am Tea Talk 
w/Minister 
 

21 Church Office Closed 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Worship at Faith 
Church 
7pm Council Meeting 
 

22 2pm Circle of Faith 

Discussion Group 
7pm Circle of Faith 
Discussion Group 
 
 

23 12 Noon Charter 

Oak Health Van 
1pm Prayer Shawl Knitting 
Group 
 

24 11am Immanuel 

Serves at Loaves & Fishes 
7:30pm Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
 

25 5:30pm PFLAG 

Summit Meeting 
 

26  
 

27 8:30am Bible Study 

9am Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
10am Worship w/Church 
School 
11:15am Immanuel 
Annual Meeting 
12 Noon Communications 
Committee Meeting 
5:30pm Youth Group 
Teambuilding 
 

28  
 

29 6:30pm Called to 

Care Meeting 
 

30 12 Noon Charter 

Oak Health Van 
 

31 7:30pm Chancel 

Choir Rehearsal 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


