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The Voice 

June 2018                     10 Woodland Street Hartford, CT 06105

A Joyous Invitation to You and 

Yours:  
 

The Commissioning Service of  

Tracy Gormley 

Sunday, June 24th, 

Beginning at 3pm 
 

 

 

Let us join together as the Immanuel faith community 
to celebrate Tracy’s commissioning. We will worship 
together in the Sanctuary and enjoy a delicious 
reception afterwards in Fellowship Hall. Childcare is 
available from 2-5pm. 
 
Kindly RSVP to the church office at admin@iccucc.org 
or 860.527.8121. 

 
June 3rd is Communion Sunday:  

Non-perishable Food and Monetary 
Donations Most Appreciated! 
Help fill the growing need for food assistance among 
our Hartford neighbors who routinely visit the church 
by donating such items as canned meat, tuna, pasta, 
sauce and more. Monetary donations using the 
envelopes provided in the pews or in your box of 
pledge envelopes, if you use them, are also gratefully 
accepted. Thank you for your generosity! 
 

 
It’s an Honor to Share 
These powerful quotes are part of the keynote speech 
delivered at the Transgender Lives Conference at 
UConn on Saturday, April 28th, by Immanuel member, 
Dr. Elijah Nealy: 
 

mailto:admin@iccucc.org
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“As transgender people, we are forced every day to 
look beneath appearances—often beneath the 

appearance of our very physical body selves. We are 
forced every day to take nothing for granted.” 

 
“All of us long to be in relationships where we are free 

to be who we are, where we are loved for who we 
are—not in spite of who we are.” 

 
All are strongly encouraged to read Elijah’s full 
presentation by clicking here: 
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/ad02446b3f57cf8bbe7dcf8e
4/files/b29a333d-dfcc-4a73-ae3d-
6e5ffc38256f/Nealy_CTAC_Keynote_2018_for_June_Voice.
pdf 

 
Elijah also provided an interview, “What’s Race Got to 
Do with It: A White Man’s Perspective,” to the 
Christian Activities Council following a 2.5 day anti-
racist training conducted by the renown People’s 
Institute for Survival and Beyond (PISAB). Over a 
dozen Immanuelites attended this training. Another 
training session will be held at Immanuel October 5-7. 
All Immanuelites are invited to attend. Read Elijah’s 
interview here: 
http://christianactivities.org/whats-race-got-to-do-with-it-
a-white-mans-perspective/ 
 

 
We Love Our Christian Ed Volunteers! 
Join us on June 3rd as we celebrate our awesome, 
fantastic and dedicated volunteers who share their 
time and talents with our children and youth in our 
Christian Education programs. Help us recognize those 
who lead in Christian Kids, Youth Group, Confirmation, 
Board of Christian Education and special events, and 
thank them for all that they do to form the faith of our 
young people and provide loving support to our 
Immanuel families. 
 

 
Sermon Follow-up Discussion with 

Rev. Dr. Audrey Chapman: Thursday, 
June 7th, 6-7:30pm, in the Parlor 

So many were intrigued by Audrey’s message, 
“Images of God,” delivered during worship on Sunday, 
May 27th, that a follow-up discussion is being offered. 
We hope you’ll join in! Many thanks to Audrey for this 
learning and sharing opportunity. 

 
Fun in the Son Summer Christian Kids 
Program Begins June 10th 
The summer wouldn't be complete without our Fun in 
the Son Christian Kids program on select Sundays held 
outside on the church lawn. Children age three 
through grade three are invited to "Operation 
Creation" and learn about our environment through 
stories, crafts and special activities. Join us on June 
10th, June 24th, July 15th and August 26th and invite 
FRANC! (friends, relatives, acquaintances, neighbors 
and co-workers) Dress for outside play and possible 
messy activities. Please contact Tracy Gormley for 
more info at 860-527-8121. 

 
It’s Graduation Time 
On June 10th, during worship, we will recognize our 
graduates from high schools, colleges or higher 
centers of learning. Come bless them, wish them well 
on this milestone and let them know that we will 
always be here for them wherever they go; Immanuel 
will always be their home. 
  

 
Reception of New Members 
We will receive new members into the life of 
Immanuel on Sunday, June 10th, during worship. If 
you have joined us for a Newcomers’ Brunch and 
membership at Immanuel feels right for you at this 
time, we hope you will become part of our faith 
community on this date. If you would like more 
information, please feel free to contact the church 
office at 860-527-8121 or John Scully at 860-521-
4668, jdscully@comcast.net.  

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/ad02446b3f57cf8bbe7dcf8e4/files/b29a333d-dfcc-4a73-ae3d-6e5ffc38256f/Nealy_CTAC_Keynote_2018_for_June_Voice.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/ad02446b3f57cf8bbe7dcf8e4/files/b29a333d-dfcc-4a73-ae3d-6e5ffc38256f/Nealy_CTAC_Keynote_2018_for_June_Voice.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/ad02446b3f57cf8bbe7dcf8e4/files/b29a333d-dfcc-4a73-ae3d-6e5ffc38256f/Nealy_CTAC_Keynote_2018_for_June_Voice.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/ad02446b3f57cf8bbe7dcf8e4/files/b29a333d-dfcc-4a73-ae3d-6e5ffc38256f/Nealy_CTAC_Keynote_2018_for_June_Voice.pdf
http://christianactivities.org/whats-race-got-to-do-with-it-a-white-mans-perspective/
http://christianactivities.org/whats-race-got-to-do-with-it-a-white-mans-perspective/
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Second Hour Movie, Sunday, June 17th, 

following Worship: “I Am Not Alone,” 
The Inspiring Story of Immanuel 

Member Eric Jurado-Diaz 
Join us for this movie that tells the inspiring story of 
Eric, a 56-year-old veteran grappling with how to live 
following a diagnosis of ALS. This unique documentary 
film will poignantly capture Eric’s journey toward 
acceptance, examining his resolve to live joyfully while 
embracing the new reality of a life with diminishing 
physical abilities. 
 
Eric is one of approximately 5,000 diagnosed every 
year with this cruel and incurable disease. The “ice 
bucket challenge” was a cultural phenomenon that 
drew many people’s attention to ALS. Many people 
have heard of Lou Gehrig and Stephen Hawking, who 
lived many years and enjoyed a distinguished career, 
despite his profound disability. What many people 
don’t know is the more common story of an ALS 
diagnosis which is moderate to rapid physical 
deterioration and often death within 2-5 years. 
Veterans are twice as likely to contract ALS than the 
general population. 
 

 
Thank you, Immanuel, for another 
Successful Walk! 
Thanks to all of you who participated in the 35th 
annual Walk Against Hunger this year. More than 25 
Immanuel folks, all wearing green t-shirts, gathered in 
Dunkin Donuts Park with 3,500 others to walk in 
downtown Hartford on a gorgeous day. And over 50 
individuals from Immanuel donated over $4,000 to 
Foodshare – all of which was designated to help 

Loaves and Fishes! We continue to keep up our 
tradition - having fun and raising money for an 
important cause, to feed the hungry and work to end 
hunger. Thanks again. 
 

 
Youth Mission Trips: Learn About Our 

Adventures! 
Enjoy this colorful commentary from Christian Ed 
Director Tracy Gormley on the junior youth mission 
trip to Providence: 
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/ad02446b3f57cf8bbe7dcf8e
4/files/2de3414a-682a-4130-8bc5-
359bc47165f7/Providence_Experience_2018_for_June_Voi
ce.pdf 
 

and the senior youth mission trip to Boston: 
 
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/ad02446b3f57cf8bbe7dcf8e
4/files/3503bfdf-3efc-47bf-b8c5-
1574ea24b545/Boston_Mission_Trip_2018_for_June_Voic
e.pdf 

 
Forum on Environmental Racism at 

Asylum Hill Church, 814 Asylum Ave., 
Hartford: Wednesday, June 6th, 6-8pm 
We begin with refreshments and a short film, then 
hear from Keynote Speaker Sharon Lewis, Director of 
the Connecticut Coalition for Environmental Justice, as 
well as panel presentations from Alex Rodriquez, 
Director of the Ct League of Conservation Voters, and 
Puerto Rico Activist, and Rev. Mia Douglas, Minister of 
Discipleship at Asylum Hill and activist for Flint, 
Michigan. 
 
All attendees are asked to pre-register at 
https://environmentalracism.eventbrite.com.  

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/ad02446b3f57cf8bbe7dcf8e4/files/2de3414a-682a-4130-8bc5-359bc47165f7/Providence_Experience_2018_for_June_Voice.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/ad02446b3f57cf8bbe7dcf8e4/files/2de3414a-682a-4130-8bc5-359bc47165f7/Providence_Experience_2018_for_June_Voice.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/ad02446b3f57cf8bbe7dcf8e4/files/2de3414a-682a-4130-8bc5-359bc47165f7/Providence_Experience_2018_for_June_Voice.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/ad02446b3f57cf8bbe7dcf8e4/files/2de3414a-682a-4130-8bc5-359bc47165f7/Providence_Experience_2018_for_June_Voice.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/ad02446b3f57cf8bbe7dcf8e4/files/3503bfdf-3efc-47bf-b8c5-1574ea24b545/Boston_Mission_Trip_2018_for_June_Voice.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/ad02446b3f57cf8bbe7dcf8e4/files/3503bfdf-3efc-47bf-b8c5-1574ea24b545/Boston_Mission_Trip_2018_for_June_Voice.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/ad02446b3f57cf8bbe7dcf8e4/files/3503bfdf-3efc-47bf-b8c5-1574ea24b545/Boston_Mission_Trip_2018_for_June_Voice.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/ad02446b3f57cf8bbe7dcf8e4/files/3503bfdf-3efc-47bf-b8c5-1574ea24b545/Boston_Mission_Trip_2018_for_June_Voice.pdf
https://maps.google.com/?q=814+Asylum+Ave.,+Hartford&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=814+Asylum+Ave.,+Hartford&entry=gmail&source=g
https://environmentalracism.eventbrite.com/
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Join in for the South Marshall Street 

Block Party – Tuesday, June 26th,  
4-7pm 
You won’t want to miss the South Marshall Block 
Party – it promises to be better than ever and we’re 
counting on perfect weather! 
 
Last year, over 40 people from Immanuel volunteered 
and mingled with over 500 residents of South 
Marshall Street at their annual Block Party. We served 
1,000 hot dogs and hamburgers and gave away 1,000 
children’s books – that was all before the monumental 
thunderstorm and hail!   
 
We’re looking for volunteers again this year. We’ll 
once again provide food, games for the children, and a 
variety of fun entertainment. Over 30 non-profits 
from our neighborhood will be providing activities for 
children and sharing information about their services. 
Instead of raffling off bicycles this year, we will be 
giving all the children backpacks filled with summer 
fun supplies – paper, crayons, bubbles, chalk etc. - all 
donated by the churches in our neighborhood.   
 
Opportunities for YOU to get involved: 

 Bring children’s books to Fellowship Hall– new 
or gently used (cardboard toddler books are 
particularly popular) 

 Bring fun backpack supplies to Fellowship Hall 
–bubbles, chalk, pencils, crayons, - be creative! 

 Sign up in Fellowship Hall to volunteer at the 
block party to  

o Grill hamburgers and hot dogs 
o Serve the food 
o Host the Immanuel table – tell folks 

who we are 
o Paint faces at an Immanuel table  
o Help at the book tables  

  
The Block Party, just 3 blocks from Immanuel, begins 
at Marshall House homeless shelter and stretches past 
the 22 Habitat houses, to the end of the block where 
the Karen and Nepali refugees live. This event is a 

wonderful opportunity for the residents to get to 
know each other, and, it is a terrific opportunity for 
us, as volunteers, to get to meet some of our 
neighbors! For more information, contact Nancy Rion, 
nancyrion2@gmail.com. 
 

 
A PICTORIAL DIRECTORY FOR 
IMMANUEL! 
The deacons need YOU! We are collecting pictures for 
a new Immanuel Directory, and we want every 
member’s mug shot. 
 
Our new directory will have individual photos of each 
member and their family and an up-to-date 
alphabetical listing of members’ addresses, phone 
numbers, and emails. We are producing it ourselves, 
using the church’s software, so it will be free of cost 
and easy to keep current. Best of all, it will help us to 
get to know and keep in touch with each other as our 
congregation grows.  
 
Here’s what you need to do: 

1. Send a clear, high-resolution photo of your 
own—families, couples, individuals--to Deb 
Flower at flowerd1@yahoo.com. It can be 
casual—just be sure that it’s clear and people 
will recognize faces!  
 

OR 
 

2. One of us can take your picture in Fellowship 
Hall after worship. Takes a second! Painless! 
Look for Deb Flower, Gretchen Hathaway, or 
Larry Paterno.  

 

THEN: 
 

3. To be sure that your directory entry is 
complete and accurate, you may email Sue 
Fisher, admin@iccucc.org, with changes to the 
current directory information,  
 

OR 
 

mailto:nancyrion2@gmail.com
mailto:flowerd1@yahoo.com
mailto:flowerd1@yahoo.com
mailto:admin@iccucc.org
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4. Fill out the form found on the name tag table 
in Fellowship Hall, and place it in the box found 
near the forms. 

Our goal is to have the directory ready by Rally Sunday 
in September. All we need is you! 
 

 
Plant Sale a Success! 
The Fundraising Committee is pleased to report that 
the plant and flower sale, held on Saturday, May 12th, 
was a great success!  It: 

 Made $623 for contribution to the general 
budget; 

 Increased sales over last year; 

 Had more traffic from/sales to the 
neighborhood than last year;  

 Had more congregational involvement and 
assistance than last year.  

These are all very positive factors, and confirm that 
we will make this an annual event and grow it by 
offering a greater variety of plants - and praying for 
sunny weather next year.   
 
Thanks to Deb Flower (buying), Keith and Kim Powell, 
Myddy Birkhead, Steve Gilson and Betty Johnson 
(donations of plants - see below), Lou Gaudet (truck), 
Parker Jacquier (donation of foil for the pots), Jim Kew 
(set-up), Jane Currie, Brian Gaudet, Betty Johnson, 
Carolyn Lester and Pam Perry (sales), Bob McNair, Joe 
Joiner, Sue Fisher and Ty Adgers (advance set-up and 
making sure we could get in and locked up at the 
end). Many hands make light work! And we should 
note that our plants came from Woodland Gardens in 
Manchester, JC Farm in Durham and the Connecticut 
Valley Hospital greenhouses.   
 
For next year, we plan to add a selection of 
vegetable/herb plants and indoor plants to respond to 
a number of requests and in recognition that many 
people in the neighborhood live in apartments 
without space for outdoor plants. If you have indoor 
plants that can be propagated and garden plants that 
need splitting, please consider them for donation next 
year. 

 
This Month’s Tea Talk with Reverend 

Kari and Reverend Isaac: June 17th   
We’ll hope to see many newcomers this third-Sunday-
of-the-month talk on June 17th! You’re invited to bring 
your burning theological questions, to share what’s 
been on your heart, or simply join us to get to know 
the ministers better. So come and bring your 
questions, thoughts and ideas. See you on June 17th! 
 

 
Get Involved with Jessie’s Community 
Garden (JCG) ANYTIME! 
Immanuel's new ministry is underway! We are 
growing fresh, healthy food in these beds for and 
WITH our neighbors in need. Get involved by signing 
up in Fellowship Hall. Or learn more by contacting 
Joanna Gerber, joanna.gerber@att.net, 860 236-5490; 
or Sandy Wiseman, swwiseman@sbcglobal.net, 860 
233- 8696. 
 

 
Moving from Charity to Justice: 
Society’s Criminal Justice Challenge – 

Sunday, June 10th, 2-4pm, Fellowship 

Hall 
Please join us for a panel discussion focused on 
innovative reforms to our state’s criminal justice 
system and innovative programs in the community to 
help those who have been previously incarcerated.  
 
Hear from policy experts, advocates and returning 
citizens and learn how communities of faith can make 
a difference in this critical work.  
 
For more information, contact Anne Stanback at 
annestanback@gmail.com.  
 

mailto:Joanna.gerber@att.net
mailto:swwiseman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:annestanback@gmail.com
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Congratulations to our 2018 Confirmands (left to right):  
Emilia Santiago, Kaj Soiseth,  

Luke Dunlap and Ruth Dunlap! 

  
 
 

 
  

Pentecost Worship Service 
May 20th 
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Yard Goats Baseball Game Outing on Sunday, May 20th 
 

 

 
 



The Voice  Page 8 

 

 June  2018  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 6pm West Hartford 

Women’s Chorale Concert 
 

2  
 

3 9am Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal 
10am Worship 
11:15am Celebration of 
Joan Gillette’s Hospitality 
Ministry 
5pm University of Hartford 
Concert 
 

4 7pm Diaconate 

Meetings 
7pm Property Committee 
Meeting 
 

5  
 

6 12pm Charter Oak 

Health Van 
7:30pm Mark Twain 
House Event 
 

7 6pm Rev. Dr. Audrey 

Chapman “Images of God” 
Sermon Discussion 
 

8  
 

9  
 

10 10am Worship, Fun 

in Son Church School 
11:15am Root Beer 
Garden Fundraiser 
2pm Criminal Justice 
Forum 
 

11 7pm Social Action & 

Mission Committee 
Meeting 
 

12 8am South Marshall 

Street Interfaith Coalition 
Meeting 
9am Stephen Scarlato 
recording 
6:30pm Rev. Isaac 
Pastoral Relations 
Committee Meeting 
 

13 9am Stephen 

Scarlato recording 
12pm Charter Oak Health 
Van 
1pm Prayer Shawl Knitting 
Group 
 

14  
 

15  
 

16 11am John Bidwell 

Memorial Service in the 
Chapel 
 

17 10am Worship 

11:15am Second Hour 
Movie: I Am Not Alone 
11:15am Tea Talk 
w/Ministers 
 

18 7pm Council Meeting 
 

19 11am Immanuel 

Serves at Loaves & Fishes 
 

20 12pm Charter Oak 

Health Van 
6pm Marshall House 
Birthday Party 
7pm Environmental Task 
Forced Meeting 
7:30pm PFLAG Meeting 

 
 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
 

24 10am Pride Worship, 

Fun in the Son Church 
School 
3pm Tracy Commissioning 
Service & Reception 
 

25  
 

26  
 

27 12pm Charter Oak 

Health Van 
 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM – 4:30PM 
FARMINGTON AVE AT WOODLAND ST | HARTFORD CT | 06105 

O F F I C E  8 6 0 - 5 2 7 - 8 1 2 1  WWW.ICCUCC.ORG   FACEBOOK.COM/ICCUCC 
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