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The Voice 

June 2019                       10 Woodland Street Hartford, CT 06105 

 
 

Join us on Sunday, June 30th, 

to Celebrate PRIDE 
and the 50th Anniversary of Stonewall 

 

On June 30th, Immanuel will celebrate Pride Sunday and the 50th Anniversary of Stonewall with a 

special worship service and Second Hour. The Stonewall Uprising is considered by many to 

represent the birth of the movement for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer civil rights, 

and activists across the country will be celebrating a half-century of LGBTQ+ liberation that same 

day.  

In honor of this special day, The Rev. DaVita McCallister will be our guest preacher in 10am worship 

and then will lead us in a discussion about gender, sexuality and faith in a Second Hour. Rev. 

McCallister, a former Associate Conference Minister in Connecticut and a guest preacher at 

Immanuel in past years, is currently the Lead Pastor at First Church Somerville (UCC) in 

Massachusetts.  

Please plan to attend what should be an exciting  
and celebratory day at Immanuel!  
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Communion Sunday, June 2nd: 
Non-perishable Food and Monetary 

Donations Most Appreciated! 
Help fill the growing need for food assistance among 
our Hartford neighbors who routinely visit the church 
by donating such items as boxed tuna and chicken, 
peanut butter crackers or fruit snacks. Monetary 
donations using the envelopes provided in the pews 
or in your box of pledge envelopes, if you use them, 
are also gratefully accepted. Thank you for your 
generosity! 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Criminal Justice Reform Worship and 

Second Hour Discussion Sunday,  
June 2nd, beginning at 10am 
Please plan to attend this special service, and Second 
Hour following worship, focused on criminal justice 
reform with guests from the ACLU and Community 
Partners in Action. We will hear about the personal 
experiences of individuals who spent time in prison, 
the barriers they have faced since returning home, 
what they have found most helpful in helping them 
re-integrate, and their thoughts about needed 
reforms.    
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Green Forum on Divestment: Co-
sponsored by IREJN and Immanuel, 

Sunday, June 2nd, 2-4:30pm, in 

Fellowship Hall 
Fossil fuels are not only bad for our planet – they are 
bad for our portfolios, too! During this forum, you will 
learn why investments with fossil fuel stocks 
consistently underperform investments without them. 
You will also learn how church endowment funds and 
individual investors can thoughtfully and strategically 
divest from fossil fuels (whether you are currently 
invested in stocks or in mutual funds). 
 
Keynote speaker via video is Rev. Fletcher Harper, 
Executive Director for Green Faith. Bill McKibben will 
participate with a recorded video especially for the 
Forum. There will be a panel session with financial 
experts Brett Greenfield, Portfolio Manager for Aris 
Faith Based Fund, Henry May who successfully led the 
effort to divest at First Congregational Church, Old 
Lyme, CT and Michael Winterfield, Independent 
Financial advisor. An open discussion will follow. 
 
Refreshments provided by Immanuel’s Environmental 
Action Committee. 
 
During apartheid, divestment was a powerful strategy 
for change. It is time to divest form fossil fuels and 
move our country to 100% renewable energy. FREE 
but RSVP at www.irejn.org.  
 

http://www.irejn.org/
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Our Fun in the Son! Outdoor Summer 

Church School Begins Sunday, June 
2nd! 
Our Fun in the Son! outdoor sessions geared for ages 
three to ten return for the summer with a focus on 
“Green Church; Caretakers Of God’s Creation”. 
Children will engage their imaginations in story, song 
and activity as we explore how to ‘Be Green, Think 
Green, Act Green and Live Green’ on the front lawn of 
Immanuel. Siblings and older children are most 
welcome and can be involved as helpers for little 
hands during activities. Mark your calendars and bring 
your friends with small children to these fun and 
interactive mornings on these Sundays: June 2nd, June 
16th, July 14th and August 25th. Contact Tracy Gormley 
at 860-527-8121 or tracy.gormley@iccucc.org for 
more information. 
 
 
 

 
Swing into Summer Choir! 
All ages welcome, including children! Beginning 
Sunday, June 16th, and continuing throughout July 
and August, our Summer Choir will offer music in our 
service of worship. If you would like to participate, 
please arrive at church at 9:15am for our pre-worship 
practice. Childcare is provided! 
 

 
Join in for the South Marshall Street 
Block Party—Tuesday, June 25th,  

4-7pm 
You won’t want to miss the South Marshall Street 
Block Party–it promises to be better than ever!  
Lots of volunteer opportunities — Choose one!   
 
Sign up in Fellowship Hall to join us June 25th to  

 Paint faces at an Immanuel table  

 Grill hamburgers and hotdogs 

 Serve the food 

 Host the Immanuel table–tell folks who 
we are 

 Help distribute books at the book 
tables  

If you can’t come to the block party, you can: 

 By June 25th, bring children’s books to 
Fellowship Hall– new or gently used 
(cardboard toddler books are 
particularly popular) 

 By June 20th, bring fun pack supplies to 
Fellowship Hall—bubbles, chalk, 
pencils, crayons—be creative! 

 
Last year, over 40 people from Immanuel volunteered 
and mingled with over 500 residents of South 
Marshall Street at their annual Block Party. We served 
1000 hot dogs and hamburgers, painted lots of 
children’s faces, and gave away over 1000 children’s 
books!  
 
This year, over 30 non-profits from our neighborhood 
will join us—providing activities for children and 
sharing information about their services. Our 
neighbor, Wheeler Clinic is providing 250 backpacks 

tel:(860)%20527-8121
mailto:tracy.gormley@iccucc.org
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for the children. We hope to fill them with summer 
fun supplies– paper, crayons, bubbles, chalk, activity 
books, etc.—all donated by the churches in our 
neighborhood.   
 
The Block Party, just 3 blocks from Immanuel, begins 
at Marshall House homeless shelter and stretches past 
the 22 Habitat houses, to the end of the block where 
the Karen and Nepali refugees live. This event is a 
wonderful opportunity for the residents to get to 
know each other, and, it is a terrific opportunity for 
us, as volunteers, to get to meet some of our 
neighbors! For more information, contact Nancy Rion, 
nancyrion2@gmail.com. 
 
 

 

A Reminder: 
Worship Remains at 10am 

throughout the  
Summer Months! 

 

 
 

 
$15/Hour Wage Is Now Law 

The last week in May, Connecticut Governor Lamont 
signed legislation by the CT General Assembly for a 
$15/hour minimum wage in CT. Today, the minimum 
wage is $10.10/hour. The wage will increase in $1.00 
increments per year until it reaches $15 in 2023. 
  

A $15 wage has been supported by a broad coalition 
for several years. In 2016, the Connecticut Conference 
of the United Church of Christ adopted a resolution, 
initiated by Immanuel Congregational Church, 
supporting a $15/hour wage in CT. Immanuel sees the 
$15 wage as a measure to advance both economic 
and racial justice.  
  
Since then, members of Immanuel and other 
Hartford-area churches of the United Church of Christ 
have sent hundreds of signatures petitioning 
legislators and the governor to support a $15 wage, 
have marched and rallied in support of the measure, 
and have written op-eds and letters-to-the-editor in 
support. It has been reported that over 300,000 CT 
workers will be affected by the new wage. 
Congratulations and thanks to all who worked so hard 
and long on the measure. 
 
 
 

 
FLOWER COMMITTEE NEEDS HELPERS - 

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY 
The Flower Committee needs help on Sunday 
mornings arranging flowers to give to friends at 
Immanuel who are celebrating a birthday or special 
occasion, recuperating from illness or in need of some 
cheer. You don’t need any prior experience, we will 
guide you. It is fun, and an easy way to brighten the 
day of the recipients of the beautiful bouquets. We 
arrange the flowers immediately following the 
worship service and it doesn’t take long. Please 
contact Joanna Gerber, joanna.gerber@att.net or 
860-236-5490, if you can help out. 

 

Flower Sponsor Needed 
Everyone has something to celebrate or a special 
person to honor or remember. Why not do so by 
sponsoring flowers on Sunday morning? After service, 

mailto:nancyrion2@gmail.com
mailto:Joanna.gerber@att.net
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the flowers are divided into smaller arrangements and 
delivered to members and friends of the church who 
are ill, recovering, celebrating a birthday or special 
anniversary, or as a thank you. 
 
A flower sponsor is needed on July 28th. Contact 
Joanna Gerber at joanna.gerber@att.net, 860-236-
5490, or Judi Gilligan at judith.gilligan@gmail.com, 
860-563-3072, if you are interested in sponsoring on 
this date or if you would like to reserve a future date. 

 

 
All Welcome to Attend: Undoing 
Racism Training Presented by The 

People’s Institute for Survival and 
Beyond 
Undoing Racism is the Institute's signature workshop. 
This intensive process challenges participants to 
analyze the structures of power and privilege that 
hinder social equity and prepares them to be effective 
organizers for justice. The multiracial team of 
organizers/trainers includes more than 40 men and 
women whose anti-racist organizing expertise 
includes years with civil, labor and welfare rights 
struggles, educational, foster care, social service and 
health reform movements, as well as youth and 
grassroots community organizing. To learn more 
about the Undoing Racism Training visit 
www.pisab.org. 
 
Details on the training: 

 There is a maximum participation of 40 people 
per training. 

 The full cost is $450 per person (scholarships 
available) and that cost includes the training 
and continental breakfast, snacks, and lunch 
each day. 

 Payment can be made online through CAC’s 
web site donation page 
(www.christianactivities.org) or by check made 
payable to Christian Activities Council (CAC), 
47 Vine Street, Hartford, CT 06112 and write 

“Undoing Racism Training” in the subject line. 
100% of the fee goes to The People’s Institute 
(and food). 

 Full and partial scholarships are available!!! 
Please talk to Kari or Isaac. 

 Participation all three days is required. 
 
Training Dates: Tuesday – Thursday, June 11-13th at 
Beth El Temple in West Hartford. 
Ways to Register: 
Online: http://christianactivities.org/undoing-racism-
registration/ 
By email – send name, congregation, phone number, 
series you will attend to 
cmackey@christianactivities.org. 
By phone: 860-527-9860 
If registering by phone or email, please be sure to 
indicate if you request a scholarship and at what 
amount. This question is asked on the online 
registration form as well. 

 
 
 
 

 
Yoga for Everybody, the Ruth Bender 

Method, led by Dorothy Lovett Buckley, 
every Friday, 10am-12 Noon, in the 

Church Parlor 
Everybody welcome! Bring your own mat or blanket. 
10-10:30am: conversation and prep time; 10:30-
11:30am: class; 11:30am-12 Noon: conversation and 
clean-up. Cost is free, or a donation to the 
Environmental Action Committee.  

 
 
 

mailto:Joanna.gerber@att.net
mailto:Judith.gilligan@gmail.com
http://www.pisab.org/
http://www.christianactivities.org/
https://maps.google.com/?q=47+Vine+Street,+Hartford,+CT+06112&entry=gmail&source=g
http://christianactivities.org/undoing-racism-registration/
http://christianactivities.org/undoing-racism-registration/
mailto:cmackey@christianactivities.org
tel:(860)%20527-9860
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Immanuel Members Pledge Great 

Things to be Good Environmental 
Stewards of the Earth 
On April 28th, when Environmental Activist Rev. Jim 
Antal preached and did a Second Hour during the 
morning worship, those in attendance had the 
opportunity to hand in “Good Steward Pledge Cards” 
to identify things members would do to be good 
environmental stewards to our one and only Earth.  
The results are as follows: 

# of Responses Action Pledged 

36 Only use re-useable 
beverage cups. 

51 Do not use plastic bags 
for individual 
fruits/vegetables. Use 
mesh bags instead. 

48 Use energy efficient light 
bulbs. 

14 Plant a tree. 

51 Refuse straws at 
restaurants and/or use 
re-useable straws for 
beverages. 

14 Next car? Buy/lease 
electric or hybrid car. 

11 If have stocks, examine 
and avoid fossil fuel 
stocks…invest in 
renewables. 

4 Install solar panels at 
your home 

41  Go meatless twice a 
week 

33 Eat/shop local and 
organic 

35 Wash full loads when 
washing clothes. 

Also written in: 

 Recycle all plastic wrappers 

 Compost (2) 

 Walk instead of drive 

 No more use of single use plastic bags 

 Grow more food….have a garden to grow food 

 Use cruise control 

 Use civil / advocate civil disobedience 
This demonstrates that Immanuel is “environmentally 
conscious.” 
FYI, on Monday, May 20th, Church Council voted 
unanimously to support Immanuel Congregational 
Church co-submitting with the Irvine United 
Congregational Church, Irvine, CA and eleven other 
co-submitting churches across the country the 
resolution in support of the “Energy Innovation and 
Carbon Dividend Act of 2019” to be presented to the 
32nd UCC Synod in June. Want know more about 
“what is” the Carbon Dividend Act? Google “Citizens 
Climate Lobby” www.citizensclimatelobby.org to 
watch a 3 minute video which explains the Carbon 
Dividend Act. AND, learn more about divesting from 
fossil fuels…attend June 2nd Divestment Forum, 2-
4:30pm at Immanuel, co-sponsored by the Inter-
Religious Eco-Justice Network. Free. RSVP 
www.irejn.org.  
 

 
 

 

 
Hartford Yard Goats Game: Sunday, 
June 23rd, at 1pm 
If you haven’t been yet, going to a game at Dunkin 
Donuts Park to see the Hartford Yard Goats play some 
baseball is really fun. A group from Immanuel went 
last year and it was fantastic. Tickets are $11 each. If 
you missed the sign up in Fellowship Hall., but want to 
see if tickets are still available, please email David (PJ) 
Pettyjohn at pettyjohnd@gmail.com. 
 

http://www.citizensclimatelobby.org/
http://www.irejn.org/
mailto:pettyjohnd@gmail.com
mailto:pettyjohnd@gmail.com
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Welcome New Members! 
What a celebration it was on Sunday, May 5th when 
we officially welcomed seven new members into our 
Immanuel family. It is with joy and excitement, we 
again say welcome to, Ron and Emily Banks, Jennifer 
Geisler, Diane Benner, Ted Gandy and Queenie 
Collins, and Marlene Hoerle. Each have expressed 
interest in various opportunities for service…and have 
already found ways to bring their gifts to the life of 
our community. With the addition of each new 
person, along with their individual gifts, we are 
blessed again and again. We look forward to seeing 
how God’s plan for each of them, here at Immanuel, 
unfolds...and we joyfully welcome them again! 
 

 
Welcome New Member Emily Hess 
Banks 
“To know me, is to know, I hope, even before I say a 
single word, that my relationship with God is what 
defines and guides me. There is no doubt in my mind 
that God prepared me and then introduced me to my 
best friend, my wonderful, my amazing husband Ron. 
Together we explored area churches and together 
knew in our hearts Immanuel was it! 
 
“A Connecticut native, we lived in Old Wethersfield 
when I was born and at four, my parents, seeking 
diversity, moved us to Hartford’s North End and then 
the West End. I proudly say that I am a product of 
Hartford Public schools. My Hartford upbringing 
sparked my interest in Spanish, and allowed me to 
become fluent. Spanish has been the constant thread 

through a few different career stints. In 2016 I took a 
breath and stepped into the world of self-
employment. Currently I freelance as an interpreter 
primarily but also as a certified ESL teacher. Serving 
my community is how I define what I do.” 
 

Welcome New Member Ronald Banks 
Ronald Banks is married to Emily Hess Banks, the joy 
of my life. I served as a Marine in the United States 
Armed Services. I was born in Virginia, have lived in 
Norwalk, CT most of my life and I reside in Hartford 
with my wife. My work week is spent in Norwalk. 
From childhood I attended church. Over my lifetime, 
my love for Creator-GOD has become the most 
defining aspect of my life. As I have matured in faith, I 
have experienced an ever-present expression of GOD 
working within me. Through my weakness I have 
discovered the Creator’s strength. My daily offering is 
a sincere desire to be open to the Creator’s will and 
purpose for my life, today. 

 

 

 
Welcome New Member Jennifer Geisler 
Jennifer Geisler has lived in the Hartford area since 
1972 with her husband, Ken. Their daughter, Kate, 
lives in West Hartford. She worked in Human 
Resources for The Hartford from 1972 until 2010, 
when she retired. Although a Methodist and a 
Lutheran in her childhood, she joined the 
Congregational Church in 1972 and has been an active 
church member since that time.  
 
Jenn loves to read, kayak and has been an active 
volunteer for a variety of organizations over the years. 
A trained Reiki Master, she served as a Reiki volunteer 
at Hartford Hospital’s chemotherapy section for about 
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9 months and is currently providing Reiki to friends 
and family. 
 
She has been looking for a new Congregational Church 
for the past year and found what she was looking for 
in Immanuel Church: 

 a gifted preacher who knows how to challenge 
thinking as well as offer hope;  

 a diverse and welcoming congregation;  

 a magnificent music program;  

 and most important, a congregation 
committed to social justice and speaking out 
against injustice. 

 

 
 
 

 
Welcome New Member Diane Benner 
Diane was born in Detroit, MI, of parents who 
emigrated from Canada. Now living in West Hartford, 
she enjoys walking to church. Diane has been retired 
for 10 years, after a rewarding nursing career. 
Volunteering in the Emergency room has kept Diane 
involved in a lesser degree. 
 
Diane has two children and two grandchildren, living 
in West Hartford and Austin, Texas, respectively. She 
has been part of a Spiritual Sharing Group for 25years 
and was especially attracted to Immanuel because of 
its social justice activism. Diane enjoys movies, 
reading (especially memoirs), biking, kayaking, water 
aerobics and hiking. 

 

 
Welcome New Member Queenie Collins 
Queenie is retired from a career in corporate finance 
at Procter & Gamble, Cigna and UTC. She is an avid 
reader and movie enthusiast. A native New Yorker, 
Queenie lives in Glastonbury, CT, with her husband 
Theodore Gandy. They have a total of 4 adult children 
living around the world. 

 

Welcome New Member Theodore 

Gandy 
Theodore (Ted) Gandy grew up in the South Carolina 
and attended United States Coast Guard Academy in 
New London, CT. After a 12-year career in the Coast 
Guard, he has served in several Information 
Technology positions in Washington, DC and Tri-state 
area. He is currently employed at Mass Mutual in 
Springfield. He and his wife Queenie reside in 
Glastonbury. They both love to travel and are 
interested in social justice issues. 
 

 
Welcome New Member Marlene Hoerle 
“I was raised in Bristol, CT, by two ambitious, stern 
German parents. Fortunately the Bristol 
Congregational Church was across the street from my 
grammar school. I was there every chance I could get. 
The staff was welcoming and patient. My parents 
wanted me to excel at everything. I had severe chest 
pains when I was 13 and they sent me to a heart  
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doctor who said I could not walk up hills and we lived 
on a very high hill so they decided I should go to 
private school, Dana Hall in Wellesley Mass. I then 
went to Wellesley College and majored in ancient 
Greek. 
 
Upon graduation I married a prominent man from 
Plainville. I wanted to teach Latin but he did not want 
me to work so I became a professional volunteer, 
serving on many community boards and frequently 
became the chairperson—because I was willing to do 
the work. I was active in the Plainville Congregational 
Church and became moderator. In addition, I was a 
founder and chairperson of the board for four years of 
Wheeler Clinic. I served on the Board of Directors of 
New Britain General Hospital. I volunteered in the 
emergency room and decided I wanted to be a 
hospital Chaplain. I had gone back to school and 
received a Master of Counseling, however the 
requirement was a Master of Divinity. The only school 
that offered it was Yale, so to New Haven I went. 
Upon graduation, I became a counselor in Bloomfield. 
 
In 1998, my brain was struck by the Herpes Simplex 
Encephelitis virus, I was in a coma for seven weeks 
and two doctors said I would be a vegetable. I wrote a 
book “Riches to Rags to Riches,” the story of a 
financially rich, accomplished woman who became a 
financially poor, brain damaged woman who 
reclaimed her life. I now live across the street at 
Immanuel House and my phone number is 860-523-
8233. I enjoy phone conversations very much!” 
 

 
A Successful Plant Sale! 
The Fundraising Committee is pleased to report that 
the plant and flower sale, held on Saturday, May 12th, 
was a great success! It: 

 Made $623 for contribution to the general 
budget; 

 Increased sales over last year; 

 Had more traffic from/sales to the 
neighborhood than last year;  

 Had more congregational involvement and 
assistance than last year.  

These are all very positive factors, and confirm that 
we will make this an annual event and grow it by 
offering a greater variety of plants - and praying for 
sunny weather next year.   
Thanks to Deb Flower (buying), Keith and Kim Powell, 
Myddy Birkhead and Betty Johnson (donations of 
plants - see below), Lou Gaudet (truck), Parker 
Jacquier (donation of foil for the pots), Jim Kew (set-
up), Jane Currie, Brian Gaudet, Betty Johnson, Carolyn 
Lester and Pam Perry (sales), Bob McNair, Joe Joiner, 
Sue Fisher and Ty Adger (advance set-up and making 
sure we could get in and locked up at the end).   Many 
hands make light work!  And we should note that our 
plants came from Woodland Gardens in Manchester, 
JC Farm in Durham and the Connecticut Valley 
Hospital greenhouses.   
For next year, we plan to add a selection of 
vegetable/herb plants and indoor plants to respond to 
a number of requests and in recognition that many 
people in the neighborhood live in apartments 
without space for outdoor plants.  If you have indoor 
plants that can be propagated and garden plants that 
need splitting, please consider them for donation next 
year.        
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June  2019  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 8am Church Kitchen 

Rental 
 

2 8am Bible Study 

10am Criminal Justice 

Reform Worship 

10am Fun in the Son! 

Summer Kids’ Activities 

11:15am Criminal Justice 

Reform Second Hour 

Discussion 

2pm Environmental Action 

Divestment Workshop 
 

3 7pm Diaconate 

Meeting 
 

4  
 

5 12 Noon Charter Oak 

Health Van 

4:30pm Junior 

Peacebuilders Meeting 
 

6  
 

7 10:30am Yoga 
 

8  
 

9 10am Worship 

1pm Betty Allen Life 

Celebration 
 

10 7pm Social Action & 

Mission Committee 

Meeting 
 

11 8am South Marshall 

Street Interfaith Coalition 

Meeting 

8:30am Undoing Racism 

Training at Beth El Temple 
 

12 8:30am Undoing 

Racism Training at Beth El 

Temple 

12 Noon Charter Oak 

Health Van 

1pm Prayer Shawl Knitting 

Group 

4:30pm Junior 

Peacebuilders Meeting 

7pm Finance Committee 

Meeting 
 

13 8:30am Undoing 

Racism Training at Beth El 

Temple 
 

14 10:30am Yoga 
 

15  
 

16 9:15am Summer 

Choir Rehearsal 

10am Worship, including 

graduate recognition 

10am Fun in the Son! 

Summer Kids’ Activities 

11:30am Tea Talk 

w/Minister 
 

17 4:30pm Christian 

Activities Council Annual 

Meeting 

7pm Council Meeting 

 
 

18 9am Hartford Public 

Schools Cooking Class 

11am Immanuel Serves at 

Loaves & Fishes 

7pm Undoing Racism 

Task Force Meeting 
 

19 9am Hartford Public 

Schools Cooking Class 

12 Noon Charter Oak 

Health Van 

4:30pm Junior 

Peacebuilders Meeting 

7pm Environmental Action 

Committee Meeting 

7:30pm PFLAG Meeting 
 

20 6:30pm Greater 

Hartford Interfaith Action 

Alliance Meeting 
 

21 10:30am Yoga 
 

22  
 

23 9:15am Summer 

Choir Rehearsal 

10am Worship 

12 Noon Communications 

Committee Meeting 

1pm All-Church Hartford 

Yard Goats Baseball 

Game 
 

24  
 

25 9am Hartford Public 

Schools Cooking Class 

4pm South Marshall Street 

Block Party 
 

26 9am Hartford Public 

Schools Cooking Class 

12 Noon Charter Oak 

Health Van 

1pm Prayer Shawl Knitting 

Group 

4:30pm Junior 

Peacebuilders Meeting 

 
 

27  
 

28 10:30am Yoga 
 

29  
 

30 9:15am Summer 

Choir Rehearsal 

10am Pride Sunday 

Worship and Second Hour 

Discussion 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


