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March 2019                       10 Woodland Street Hartford, CT 06105 

New Multi-faith, Multi-racial 
Organizing Assembly, Tuesday,  

March 12th, 7pm, Congregation Beth 
Israel, 701 Farmington Ave., West 

Hartford 
Since 2016, Christian Activities Council has gathered 

clergy and leaders from over 50 faith-based 

institutions to develop relationships and begin 

organizing to build the power necessary to make our 

region more just and equitable. See pages 6 and 7 to 

learn more. If this ground-breaking faith-based 

organizing excites you, please come to assembly. Plan 

to arrive no later than 6:40pm to leave room for 

parking and sign-in. Please let Sue Fisher, 

admin@iccucc.org, 860-527-8121, know if you plan on 

attending. 

 

 
Help to Feed the Hungry Sunday, 

March 3rd! 
Mark your calendar! On the first Sunday of each 
month, we are invited to make cash donations or 
contribute non-perishable food items. Special 
favorites are boxed tuna and chicken, and peanut 
butter crackers. Please help fill the growing need for 
food assistance among our Hartford neighbors who 
routinely visit the church. 

 
Baked Potato Fundraiser; Sunday, 
March 3rd, following Worship 
Enjoy a hot baked potato lunch for $5 and support our 

youth group’s mission trip fund at the same time after 

worship today. Top off your spuds with assorted 

toppings and eat in or take out. Help defray the cost 

of our trips to Providence, Rhode Island in April and 

Portland, Maine in July as our young people serve 

these communities and grow in understanding of the 

many facets of poverty and refugee challenges.  

 

 
Ash Wednesday Taizé Worship Service: 

March 6th, 5:30pm, in the Chapel 
At Taizé, a service is called a prayer which has neither 

beginning nor end. Taizé includes short songs 

repeated again and again which are quickly learned. In 

a few words they express the reality of one’s faith, an 

attentive waiting on God that becomes a way of 

listening to God. The service includes imposition of 

ashes. All are invited to join us in this special service 

marking the beginning of Lent.  

mailto:admin@iccucc.org
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Lenten Taizé Worships Continue: 

Thursdays, 6:30pm, in the Chapel, on 
March 14th, 21st, 28th and April 4th and 

11th 
Join us as you are able as we make time and space for 
communion with God in silence and song.  
 

Lent in a Bag 
Looking for a simple and quick activity to enhance 
your spiritual practice of the Lenten season at home? 
Grab a “Lent in a Bag” in Fellowship Hall with the 
symbols of the season and devotions that you can use 
on a weekly basis by yourself or family members of all 
ages. Please contact Tracy Gormley with questions or 
for more information at 860-527-8121. 
 

 
Join our Lenten Book Study: Climate 

Church, Climate World: How People of 
Faith Must Work for Change, By Rev. 

Jim Antal, Wednesdays, March 13th, 
20th, 27th, April 3rd, 6:30 – 8pm, in the 

Chapel 
The Environmental Action Committee invites 
Immanuel Church members and friends AND other 
friends to participate in a Book Study of Rev. Jim 
Antal’s important book. Antal is a United Church of 
Christ denominational leader, award-winning activist, 
and public theologian. He serves as the national 
spokesperson on climate change for the United 
Church of Christ. Rev. Antal’s book poses the 
question, “As God’s children, we are entrusted with 
the responsibility to protect God’s creation,…how 
must people of faith face the enormity of a moral 
crisis which constitutes a theological emergency?” 
 
Interested persons are encouraged to sign up on the 
sheet posted in Fellowship Hall, or contact Roland 
Axelson, rgaxelson@gmail.com, 860-817-2915. 
Participants are encouraged to purchase copies of the 
book at Barnes and Noble or from Amazon.  Some 
copies of the book have been purchases for anyone 

unable to purchase the book. Please let R. Axelson 
know. For the March 13th session, discussion will focus 
on the Forward by Bill McKibben, the Preface, 
Introduction, and Chapter 1, “The Situation In Which 
We Find Ourselves,” pp. 9-29. Subsequent sections of 
the book to be discussed at the next sessions will be 
announced.  
 
Please note that Rev. Jim Antal will preach and hold a 
Second Hour discussion at Immanuel on April 28th, 
the Sunday after Earth Day, April 22nd. All are invited 
to attend. 
 

 
Personal Body Safety Second Hour 

Discussion: Sunday, March 10th, 
11:30am, in the Parlor 
This program is offered through the Greater Hartford 

Children’s Advocacy Center for children ages 3-5. The 

focus of the program is to assist children in developing 

age appropriate skills to help them develop the tools 

they will need to keep them safe and build their 

confidence. There are five topics which will be 

presented to the children in a positive, creative 

environment: emotions, including (1) self-calming 

skills, (2) my amazing body, (3) safe, unsafe, and 

unwanted touches, (4) my safe circle and (5) my 

personal body space. The children will have the 

opportunity to role play with their peers to help them 

become more confident in the skills they have 

learned. Please contact Tracy Gormley at 860-527-

8121 for more information. 

 

 
Criminal Justice Reform Task Force 

Meeting: Wednesday,  
March 13th, 7pm, in Fellowship Hall 
The 2019 legislative session is underway and there are 

a number of important bills that could have a positive 

impact on our state’s criminal justice system. At our 

mailto:rgaxelson@gmail.com
http://www.bemyvoicehawaii.org/small-kids-cartoon/cartoon-kids-free-images-at-clker-vector-clip-art-online-colouring-pages/
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March 13th meeting we will hear from an ACLU-CT 

lobbyist, as well as from legislators who are 

championing these reforms, and learn about ways 

that we can help advocate for these proposed pieces 

of legislation.  

 

What started as an Immanuel group has expanded to 

a growing number of area congregations, which is 

very exciting. All are welcome to attend these 

meetings. To be included on the email distribution list, 

contact Anne Stanback, annestanback@gmail.com, or 

Jim Boucher, jmbb2020@gmail.com. 

 
Opportunities to Volunteer with 
Immanuel’s LGBTQ+ and Allies Task 

Force 
We will again have an Immanuel information table at 

two LGBTQ+ focused conferences this Spring: 

 True Colors Conference: UCONN Campus in 
Storrs on Friday, March 22nd and Saturday, 
March 23rd  

 CT Transgender Health and Law Conference: 
UCONN Health Center in Farmington on 
Saturday, April 27th  

 

If you would like to help staff our table and share 

Immanuel’s extravagant welcome, please contact 

Anne Stanback, annestanback@gmail.com.  

 
Christian Kids Visit the Immanuel 

House; Sunday, March 17th at 10:30am 
Our Christian Kids! will celebrate St. Patrick’s Day 

while visiting the residents of the Immanuel House on 

Sunday, March 17th during their church school time. 

Our young people will create crafts, play games and 

enjoy a festive snack as they share their energy and 

God’s love with our neighbors. Parents/guardians are 

asked to be sure that their children have their coats 

with them as they leave the Sanctuary after the 

Children’s Message. For more information, please 

contact Tracy Gormley at 860-527-8121.  

 

Pizza & Paint Event Fundraiser for All 
Ages; Sunday, March 24th at 11:30am 
Let your creative juices flow and enjoy a pizza lunch as 

our youth group serves you on Sunday, March 24th in 

the Stage Room. Children ($5) and adults of all ages 

($15) will be provided with all the necessary supplies 

and tutorial to create their own masterpiece while 

having fun. Invite your friends and family and support 

our youth group’s mission trip fund at the same time. 

Please contact Tracy Gormley for more information at 

860-527-8121.  

 

Newcomers’ Brunch: Sunday, April 
14th, following Worship 
Have you visited us recently? Are you new to the 

area? Looking for a church? Just curious to know what 

Immanuel is about?  Then join us for a Newcomers’ 

Brunch on Sunday, April 14th, after worship. We will 

share a meal and talk about those things that are 

important in the life of Immanuel Congregational 

Church and to the lives of the people who worship 

here. It’s a great opportunity to ask questions and 

make some personal connections. If you are a 

newcomer to Immanuel, we hope you will join us. You 

can register for the brunch by calling the church office 

at 860-527-8121 or contacting John Scully at 860-521-

4668 or jdscully@comcast.net. 

 
Environmental Tip of the Month from 
the Environmental Action Committee 
Do Plant Earth a favor and carpool. 

When planning to attend a special program during 

Lent—and beyond—why not offer a ride or ask for a 

ride to the same event?  

mailto:annestanback@gmail.com
mailto:jmbb2020@gmail.com
mailto:annestanback@gmail.com
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Every effort, small or large, helps curb air pollution, 

raises awareness—and getting to know each other a 

little better is often an unexpected bonus. 

 

Three Environmental Bills that Could 
Use Our Advocacy 

FRACKING WASTE BAN 

SB 753: An Act Concerning the Statewide Ban on 

Fracking Waste. This bill has been raised and had a 

hearing in the Environment Committee. It hasn't been 

voted on yet, but we are anticipating that it will get 

voted out of committee and sent to the Senate.   

Actions for you to take: Call your senator and 

representative and ask them to co-sponsor the bill. If 

they have already co-sponsored the bill, call them and 

thank them for doing so. 

RESTORING ENERGY EFFICIENCY FUNDS 

HB 5030: An Act Restoring Energy Efficiency and Clean 

Energy Funds. This bill has been raised in the Finance, 

Revenue, and Bonding Committee. It has not been 

scheduled for a hearing yet. Actions for you to take: 

Call the Finance co-chairs, Senator Fonfara and Rep. 

Rojas, and ask them to schedule a hearing. Then call 

your representative and senator and ask them to co-

sponsor.   

OFFSHORE WIND MANDATE 

SB 6839: An Act Requiring the Commissioner of the 

Energy and Environmental Protection Agency to Set a 

Goal to Procure At Least 2000 MW of Electricity 

Derived from Wind Power Generated Offshore of the 

State. This bill has been raised in the Energy and 

Technology Committee. It has not been scheduled for 

a hearing yet. Actions for you to take: Call the Energy 

and Technology co-chairs, Senator Needleman and 

Rep. Arconti, and ask them to schedule a hearing. 

Then call your representative and senator and ask 

them to co-sponsor.   

Find your legislator here: 

https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/menu/cgafindleg.asp  

Thank you for making those calls; our actions can help 

save our precious Earth!  Blessings from the 

Interreligious Eco justice Network, www.irejn.org. 

Green Fund to Replace 17 “Useless” 

Storm Windows with “Low-E Glass” 
Storm Windows 
 

Approximately a year ago, an anonymous 

environmentally conscious donor provided a $5,000 

Green Fund grant to Immanuel in order to do projects 

to lower the Church’s carbon footprint, put into 

practice our vision to be environmentally conscious 

and thus save energy and reduce emission of CO2 into 

the atmosphere. The Environmental Action 

Committee, in working with the Property Committee 

voted in December 2018 to allocate initial $2,250.00 

to the Property Committee to replace nine outdated 

storm window in Fellowship Hall, The Stage Room, 

The Resource Room and the Library. And then at the 

Committee’s last meeting in February, the Committee 

voted to allocate an additional $1,620.00 to replace 

three more storm windows in the Nursery and five 

storm windows in the 360 Farmington Avenue 

Property. Special thanks are given to the anonymous 

donor for providing these much needed funds and to 

Bob McNair, Property Committee Chairperson, for 

obtaining quotes and ultimately for facilitating 

installation of the new storm windows which will take 

place in early spring. This action continues the actions 

by our Property Committee to address energy 

concerns and to further reduce our church’s carbon 

footprint on the environment and also save funds. 

–Roland Axelson, Chairperson, Environmental Action 

Committee 

 

LOGIC Software Is Being Used to 

Program Heating System in Order to 

Save Energy/Funds 

Through the efforts of the Property Committee and 

leadership and expertise of Dan Allen and Bob 

McNair, LOGIC Software is presently being used to 

program the church boiler, this heating season, to 

only send heat to those rooms in the church that are 

being used for meetings and or events. Bobby Hafner 

has taken a lead role in using Logic software to 

program the boiler once he is given a schedule of 

https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/menu/cgafindleg.asp
http://www.irejn.org/
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meetings and events for each week. How does this 

work? Well, in order to heat the Chapel or the Library 

during the heating season, the boiler has to work 

extra hard, thus consuming a lot energy in order to 

heat those two rooms. Therefore if meetings can be 

held in other locations that do not require taxing the 

heating system, not only is energy saved and less CO2 

is emitted into the atmosphere, but valuable funds are 

saved to be used for other purposes. Special thanks 

are given to Bobby Hafner and members of the 

Property Committee for taking these important steps 

to put into practice our vision to be Environmentally 

Conscious.  

–Roland Axelson, Chairperson, Environmental Action 

Committee 

 
Our up-to-date Pictorial Church 
Directory is always available on the 

Immanuel website: www.iccucc.org. 
Click “About” on the homepage, then 

“Church Directory” and enter 
password: woodland8121. 
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 March  2019  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1  
 

2  
 

3 8:30am Bible Study 

9am Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
10am Worship, including 
Church School 
11:15am Youth Group 
Baked Potato Fundraiser 
11:30am Council 
Visioning Retreat 
 

4 7pm Diaconate 

Meeting 
 

5  
 

6 12 Noon Charter Oak 

Health Van 
5:30pm Ash Wednesday 
Taizé Worship 
 

7 7:30pm Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal 
 

8 6pm OWL Training—

Middle School 
 

9 10am OWL Training—

Middle School 
10:30am Life Celebration 
led by Rev. Dr. Audrey 
Chapman 
 

10 8:30am Bible Study 

9am Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
10am Worship, including 
Church School 
11:15am Personal Body 
Safety for Preschoolers 
Second Hour Discussion 
5:30pm Youth Group 
Teambuilding Session 

11 7pm Social Action & 

Mission Committee 
Meeting 
 

12 8am South Marshall 

Street Interfaith Coalition 
Meeting 
6:30pm Rev. Isaac 
Pastoral Relations 
Committee Meeting 
 

13 12 Noon Charter 

Oak Health Van 
1pm Prayer Shawl Knitting 
Group 
6pm Climate Change 
Book Discussion Group 
7pm Criminal Justice 
Reform Task Force 
Meeting 
7pm Finance Committee 
Meeting 
 

14 6:30pm Taizé 

Worship 
7:30pm Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
 

15  
 

16  
 

17 8:30am Bible Study 

9am Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
10am Worship 
10:30am Christian Kids 
Visit Immanuel House 
11:30am Tea Talk 
w/Minister 
 

18 7pm Council Meeting 
 

19  
 

20 12 Noon Charter 

Oak Health Van 
6pm Climate Change 
Book Discussion Group 
7pm Environmental Action 
Committee Meeting 
7:30pm PFLAG Meeting 
 

21 6:30pm Taizé 

Worship 
7:30pm Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
 

22 4pm Concora 

Rehearsals 
 

23 10:30am Concora 

Rehearsal 
 

24 8:30am Bible Study 

9am Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
10am Worship, including 
Church School 
11:30am Family Ministry 
Pizza & Paint Event 
12 Noon Communications 
Committee Meeting 
2pm Concora Arrival 
4pm Concora Concert 
 

25  
 

26  
 

27 12 Noon Charter 

Oak Health Van 
1pm Prayer Shawl Knitting 
Group 
6pm Climate Change 
Book Discussion Group 

 
 

28 11am Immanuel 

Serves at Loaves & Fishes 
6:30pm Taizé Worship 
7:30pm Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
 

29  
 

30  
 

31 8:30am Bible Study 

9am Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
10am Worship, including 
Church School 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 


