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Annual Foodshare Walk Against 

Hunger: Sunday May 7th 

Please join the Immanuel team on May 7th in the 

annual Walk Against Hunger. We will get decked out 

in our beautiful green t-shirts (one will be provided if 

you don’t yet have one) and meet for a pizza lunch 

after church on Sunday, May 7th, at around 11:30am 

before heading over to The Hartford’s main campus to 

kick off the walk at 2pm. Please see a signup sheet in 

Fellowship Hall and look for a table after church the 

next two Sundays manned by David PJ Pettyjohn to 

get your paperwork and ask any questions. If you are 

unable to walk and would like to sponsor a walker, 

please also let PJ know. You can email him at 

pettyjohnd@gmail.com as well. 

 

 
Youth Group Mission Trip to 

Providence, RI May 5th – 7th  

Our youth group will be traveling to Providence, 

Rhode Island to serve the community on May 5th – 

May 7th and they will stay at the Rhode Island  

Conference UCC camp, Irons Homestead. Come hear 

their witness and testimony in worship on May 21st as 

they share their "Providence Experience" and moments 

of transformation. We appreciate your support and 

prayers. 

 
Second Hour Discussion in the Parlor 

on Sunday May 7th: Book Discussion 

with New Member Elijah Nealy, PhD, 

MDiv, LCSW  

Immanuel’s own Elijah Nealy has a new book in print: 

“Transgender Children and Youth: Cultivating Pride 

and Joy with Families in Transition.” Join us in the 

Parlor following worship on May 7th as Elijah 

discusses his book, acclaimed as “a thoughtful 

roadmap for anyone trying to support our precious—

and endangered—trans youth. An invaluable 

resource.” 

 

 
Attention 2017 Graduates and 

Families  

If you are graduating high school, college or 

continuing education trade or training programs, 

contact Tracy Gormley at 860-527-8121 or 

tracy.gormley@iccucc.org by May 21st so that we can 

recognize and honor your achievements.  

mailto:pettyjohnd@gmail.com
tel:(860)%20527-8121
mailto:tracy.gormley@iccucc.org
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Membership Committee: Welcome New 

Members! 

On Sunday, April 23rd and Sunday, April 30th, we 

happily welcomed into Membership Justin and Chris 

Salvio, Rev. Isaac Lawson, Lisa Sheltz, Robert Walker 

and Luke Stroehlein. It was a celebration two weeks in 

a row of people who are now officially part of our 

precious Immanuel Community!  

 

Each person adds new possibilities for our life 

together, helping to make our faith community 

stronger. We look forward, with anticipation, to the 

contributions they will make in time. Welcome again 

one and all! 

 

Meet Our New Members 

 
Rev. Isaac Lawson 

Isaac has a B.A. in Communications from Goucher 

College and received his M.Div. at Union Theological 

Seminary NYC. He also attended Yale Divinity School 

where he received a Master of Sacred Theology. 

 

For the past five years, Isaac has worked bi-

vocationally as Minister of Pastoral Care and 

Visitation at Plymouth Congregational, United Church 

of Christ, Washington, D.C., and as a program 

associate at the World Bank.  

 

Immanuel’s Search Committee’s experience of Isaac, 

which was reinforced by his references, is that he is a 

warm and thoughtful person who cares deeply about 

issues of justice. He has a passion for theology and the 

intellectual side of religious study, while at the same 

time being incredibly pastoral. Given that this new 

associate minister position will focus on outreach to 

the community and member integration, we believe he 

is an excellent fit. 

 

In closing, here is part of Isaac’s response when 

accepting the position of Associate Minister at 

Immanuel: “I truly feel that God has led me to 

Immanuel and CAC. I had prayed to be in a place that 

was warm, dynamic, and heavily engaged in the 

community...and this is where God has led me.”  

 

 
Justin Salvio & Christina Salvio 

From Justin 

The nuns of St. Francis of Assisi Junior High School in 

New Britain introduced me to contemplative prayer 

and spiritual discernment. What a blessing to have 

nuns devoted to prayer and humanistic learning rather 

than discipline by ruler! Since then, I’ve been exposed 

to various religious and spiritual practices and 

traditions Eastern and Western with a focus on 

mysticism and spiritual practice. Having studied Asian 

and Western healing and martial arts, I believe deeply 

in the integration of the spirit, body and mind. 

 

Currently, I oversee programs for people recovering 

from serious and prolonged mental health and 

behavioral challenges in Middletown. Chris and I live 

in Glastonbury with our Standard Poodle Chloe and, 

when they’re not traveling or at school, our two 

children, Maya and Noah. My closest friends and 

spiritual comrades are a group of men who have been 

meeting monthly for over twenty years sometimes in a 

sweat lodge, at others in a living room and annually on 
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a sailboat, but always in a place of presence, 

connection, reflection and gratitude.  

 

Chris and I were deeply moved by the positive regard 

of the Immanuel Congregation, by Reverend Kari’s 

soul-stirring sermons, and by the willingness to speak 

Christ’s truth. Visiting Immanuel felt like returning 

home, and we are excited and hopeful about the 

possibility of joining a religious community drawn 

together in covenant rather than one stuck in dogma. 

 

From Christina 

Hello, my name is Christina but people call me Chris. I 

was raised Catholic with a Catholic school education 

from kindergarten through college. I’ve been married 

to Justin for twenty-two years and we have two great 

children, Maya and Noah, who are enrolled in college.  

 

My spirituality has evolved over time, and my 

relationship with God is a part of my everyday life and 

work. I am a licensed family, couple and individual 

therapist, and an important aspect of my work is 

supporting people in whatever path of Spirit they have. 

I am currently pursuing a Psy.D. through Graduate 

Theological Foundation and I’m finding the 

coursework spiritually rewarding. I enjoy hiking, 

painting with oils, photography, and gardening mostly 

because I like being in nature. I walk every morning in 

the woods that surround our property; it is my time of 

prayer and meditation. I am excited about joining 

Immanuel with its mission of inclusion, which I 

believe was Jesus’ truth in the world. 

 

 
Lisa Sheltz 

I was born and raised in West Hartford in the Catholic 

faith tradition. My past careers include engineer, 

information technology project manager and teacher in 

the town of West Hartford. For the past six years, I 

have owned AAA Plumbing. 

 

I decided to join the church officially as a member to 

share more with my husband, Dan Allen. We have 

many good friends from this church. The people I have 

met always commend me and praise me for being with 

Dan, though I’m still not sure what this means. 

 

Perhaps because I am a stroke and cancer survivor, I 

try to live a spiritual life. My mottos include “Live 

every day as if it was your last,” and “Remember to 

love, laugh and share joy with all.” 

 

Lastly, I have two cats, one is twelve and one is 3 

years old. They are “my girls!” 

 

 
Luke Stroehlein 

My life has gone down many paths and the choices I 

made led me to lose faith. It wasn't until I became 

sober in May of 2015 that I began to remember my 

relationship with God and the fact that the Lord would 

always be there to protect me. God had always been 

there even when I didn't have faith. As my faith was 

rekindled, I remembered the only church I had ever felt 

at home in was a congregational church where I grew 

up in Madison, Connecticut. I had talked to one of the 

members of Immanuel on the phone when I was 

desperately looking for parking for Thursday 

mornings. I was told that they didn't have any parking 

spaces but that I should come to a service. My first 

service, I fell in love with the church and the 

welcoming community within it. I'm very happy to 

have found a place where I can worship and feel like I 

belong.   
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Robert L. Walker 

We all need and want a relationship with God. At some 

point in our lives, we come to a crossroad—that is part 

of our journey. I am at that crossroad, that leap of faith 

is here. So here I am! Born and reared in the Hartford 

area, I attended schools here, graduating with the class 

of 1972 from Thomas Snell Weaver High School. This 

is where I first met my sponsor, John Karrer, who has 

played a positive role in my life, both as an artist and a 

person. In fact, at the suggestion of John, I put on an 

art exhibit at Immanuel in the 1990s. I attended the 

Sunday service when my art was being displayed and 

had a positive experience. And now, twenty years later, 

here I am affirming my faith! 
 

 

Flower and Plant Sale, the Latest 

Opportunity from  the Fundraising 

Committee: Saturday, May 13th,  

9am – 3pm 

We are having a Flower/Plant Sale on Saturday, May 

13th, 9am – 3pm (ending earlier if we sell out). There 

will be a nice selection of potted and hanging plants 

for your yard or porch and as Mother’s Day gifts. If 

you are interested in helping out that day, please 

contact Jennifer Gaudet, 

jennifergaudet@sbcglobal.net. Please spread the word 

to friends and neighbors!   
 

 

The Immanuel Refugee Team is looking 

for a few more hands (and hearts) 

As our relationship with the Ouffi family matures to 

one involving more social exchange and less assistance 

with everyday concerns, we have learned about 

another recently-arrived refugee family with an 

entirely different set of needs. Mohammed and Aisha 

have also settled in New Britain, along with their seven 

lovely children, aged 1 to 10! Although they are also 

from Syria, they have a very different background 

from the Ouffis. Their sponsors are a small church in 

Rockville with somewhat limited volunteer resources. 

How can you get involved? 

1. Let us know that you’re interested, and we can 

give you more information about how our 

Refugee Team operates and what we know 

about the new family. 

2. Pick a volunteer activity that fits your interests 

and availability. We’re still looking for people 

to coordinate weekend outings for the Ouffis to 

broaden their exposure to American life. 

Cultural events, museums, even trips to a new 

park are great. The new family needs 

everything from help getting to medical 

appointments, to story reading for the younger 

children, to having someone take a look at their 

apartment and how they’re using their 

appliances to figure out why their energy bills 

are through the roof.  

3. Let us set up an opportunity for you to meet 

one of our two families, and you’ll quickly 

understand why we’re so happy to be doing 

this!  

- Dan Conable, danconable1@gmail.com, 

315-529-0634  

- Dick Londergan, richard.londergan@sbcglobal.net, 

860-593-5280 

 

 

Spring Cleaning?? Please Remember 

Our “Going Home” Basket Project for 

Marshall House 

Each time a family moves out of Marshall House into 

their own place, there is an effort to give them a ‘going 

home’ basket as they leave. Some household items 

mailto:jennifergaudet@sbcglobal.net
mailto:danconable1@gmail.com
mailto:Richard.londergan@sbcglobal.net
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they like to include are plates, cups, silverware, 

utensils, pots and pans, cleaning supplies and small 

appliances (such as toasters, coffee makers, hand 

mixers, crock pots). 

 

If you have any of these items, please consider 

donating them to this worthwhile effort. Items can be 

dropped at the church office or at Sandy Wiseman’s 

house (968 West Boulevard, Hartford). If you have any 

questions, please contact Sandy at 860-233-8696, or 

email swwiseman@sbcglobal.net.   

 
 

 

 

Sunday Flower Sponsors 

Do you have an event you would like to  

commemorate in a special way? 

 

Perhaps there is someone that you would  

like to honor? 

 

A lovely way to do this would be to sponsor the 

flowers that grace the organ on Sunday mornings. 

After the service, these beautiful flowers are divided 

into smaller arrangements to be delivered to members 

and friends of Immanuel who are ill, celebrating a 

birthday or anniversary or in memory of a loved one. 

May 28th is the next date available to sponsor flowers. 

If you would like to reserve this date, please contact 

Joanna Gerber, joanna.gerber@att.net, 860-236-5490, 

or Judi Gilligan, judith.gilligan@gmail.com, 860-563-

3072.  

 

ADVOCACY OPPORTUNITIES 

Immanuel’s concern for social justice is rooted in 

Micah’s timeless call that we worship God 

by doing justice, acting mercifully, and  

walking humbly with God. 

Immanuel’s ongoing social justice commitment 

includes a regular “advocacy” table each Sunday after 

worship. There you can find updates on important 

social justice issues, information about rallies and 

other advocacy opportunities, and occasional petitions 

to sign. Drop by each week to see new information and 

opportunities. 
 

 

 

Needed: Servers for Loaves & Fishes 

Fourth Thursdays in May, July and September, from 

10:30am – 12:40pm. Any month—or all three!—

would be welcome. Thank you! 

Barbara Gordon, 860-658-6546 
 

 

Extravagant Welcome! Please wear 

your Nametags 

Don’t forget to wear your nametag! Need a tag? See a 

deacon to have your very own waiting for you each 

Sunday in the Narthex or Fellowship Hall. 

 

 

 
May is designated “ALS Awareness 

Month”  

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis, also known as “Lou 

Gehrig’s Disease” is a Motor Neuron Disease (MND) 

which robs the patients of their ability to move, talk, 

swallow and breathe. It progresses gradually, taking 

away the ability to do these basics of life over a period 

of months or even years. While this is happening, the 

patients remain completely aware; knowing that what 

they could do yesterday cannot be done today. The 

average life expectancy from onset of symptoms is 

between three and five years and it usually strikes 

between the ages of 40 and 60. To learn more about 

this disease, or how you might help raise ALS 

awareness, please see Steve Gilson in Fellowship Hall 

during coffee hour. 

tel:860-233-8696
mailto:swwiseman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Joanna.gerber@att.net
mailto:Judith.gilligan@gmail.com
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 May  2017 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 7pm Diaconate 

Meeting 
7pm Property 
Committee Meeting 
 
 

2 5:30pm Junior 

Peacebuilders 
Meeting 
 

3  
 

4 10am Charter Oak 

Health Van 
7:30pm Chancel 
Choir Rehearsal 
 

5 4:30pm Youth 

Mission Trip 
Departure from ICC 
 

6 9am Kitchen 

Rental 
1pm Junior 
Peacebuilders 
Meeting 
 

7 8:30am Bible 

Study 
9am Open Choir 
Rehearsal 
10am Worship, 
including Church 
School 
11:15am Second 
Hour Discussion: 
Elijah Nealy 
11:30am Walk 
Against Hunger 
5:00pm Youth 
Mission Trip Return 
to ICC 
 

8 7pm Social Action 

& Mission Committee 
Meeting 
 

9 8am South 

Marshall Street 
Interfaith Coalition 
Meeting 
5:30pm Junior 
Peacebuilders 
Meeting 
 

10 1pm Prayer 

Shawl Knitting Group 
7pm Finance 
Committee Meeting 
 

11 10am Charter 

Oak Health Van 
12:30pm Personnel 
Committee Meeting 
6pm Christian 
Education Committee 
Meeting 
7:30pm Chancel 
Choir Rehearsal 
 
 

12  
 

13 1pm Junior 

Peacebuilders 
Meeting 
 

14 8:30am Bible 

Study 
9am Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
10am Worship, 
including Church 
School 
 

15 7pm Council 

Meeting 
 

16 5:30pm Junior 

Peacebuilders 
Meeting 
 

17 5pm PFLAG 

Pre-meeting 
6pm Marshall House 
Birthday Party 
7:30pm PFLAG 
Meeting 
 

18 10am Charter 

Oak Health Van 
7:30pm Chancel 
Choir Rehearsal 
 
 

19  
 

20 1pm Junior 

Peacebuilders 
Meeting 
 
 

21 9am Chancel 

Choir Rehearsal 
10am Worship, 
including Church 
School 
11:15am LGBTQ 
Task Force Meeting 
11:15 Second Hour 
Art Viewing w/Wendy 
West 
 

22  
 

23 5:30pm Junior 

Peacebuilders 
Meeting 
 
 

24  
 

25 10am Charter 

Oak Health Van 
11am Immanuel 
Serves at Loaves & 
Fishes 
7:30pm Chancel 
Choir Rehearsal 
 
 

26  
 

27 1pm Junior 

Peacebuilders 
Meeting 
 
 

28 9am Chancel 

Choir Rehearsal 
10am Worship 
 

29 Memorial Day 

Church Office Closed 
 

30 5:30pm Junior 

Peacebuilders 
Meeting 
6:30pm Called to 
Care Meeting 
 

31  
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Fond Memories of Christian Kids!  

Palm Sunday Amazing Journey and  

Easter Great Surprise Church School 

          
(Continued) 
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Ministers      All Members of the Church   www.iccucc.org 

 

 
 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM – 4:30PM 
FARMINGTON AVE AT WOODLAND ST | HARTFORD CT | 06105 

O F F I C E  8 6 0 - 5 2 7 - 8 1 2 1  WWW.ICCUCC.ORG 

Senior Minister Rev. Kari Nicewander kari.nicewander@iccucc.org 

Associate Minister Rev. Isaac Lawson rev.isaac.lawson@gmail.com 

Church Administrator Sue Fisher admin@iccucc.org 

Director of Music Mark Singleton singletonmark@iccucc.org  

Director of Children’s Ministry Tracy Gormley tracy.gormley@iccucc.org  

Organist Stephen Scarlato stephenscarlato@iccucc.org 

Bookkeeper Meredyth Aregood iccuccbookkeeper@gmail.com 

Choral Librarian Jennifer Lamson jen.lamson@iccucc.org  

Youth Group Tracy Gormley & Stanley 
Maticka 

tracy.gormley @iccucc.org 
stanleymaticka@gmail.com 

Nursery/Toddler Childcare Marie Cohen &  
Olivia Carnegie 

 
 

Sound Engineer Robert Hafner, Jr. bobby.hafner@iccucc.org  

Sexton 
Assistant Sexton 

Joe Joiner 
Ty Adgers 

 

http://www.iccucc.org/
http://www.iccucc.org/
mailto:jen.lamson@iccucc.org

