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The Voice 

May 2018                     10 Woodland Street Hartford, CT 06105

 
Join us for the 35th Annual Walk 
Against Hunger, Saturday, May 5th  
It’s fun! It’s an Immanuel tradition! It’s good exercise. 
It’s an opportunity for great conversations! It’s a 
chance to walk in Dunkin Donuts’ Park where the 
Yardgoats play! And most importantly, it supports a 
worthy cause! 
 
Walk details: The Walk begins at 10am, Saturday, May 
5th at Dunkin Donuts Park. Come early (8:30am) for 
facepainting, pet the goats, get balloons and enjoy the 
food. The walk is less than 2 miles, returning to the 
Stadium. Parking is free and conveniently close to the 
stadium. And it’s fun! 
 
Background: The Walk against Hunger supports 
Foodshare of Greater Hartford whose goal this year is 
to raise $600,000. For every $10 Foodshare receives, 
it distributes $100 worth of food to our hungry 
neighbors. Immanuel members have supported and 
participated in the Walk for many, many years; we’ve 
had as many as 60 walkers and raised over $7,800! 
Can we beat that record? Let’s keep up this worthy 
tradition!  
 
There’s an added benefit: When you write a check to 
Foodshare - Walk Against Hunger, you can write 
Loaves and Fishes in the memo line so that our 
campus partner will receive that amount from 

Foodshare. As you know, Loaves and Fishes, located at 
Immanuel, serves about 130 meals each day in their 
soup kitchen. Ninety eight percent of their clients live 
below the poverty line. When we contribute to the 
Walk Against Hunger, we are not just supporting 
Foodshare; we’re helping our neighbors who come for 
lunch at Loaves and Fishes. It’s important! 
 
Here’s a chance to join our friends from Immanuel, 
see the Yardgoats stadium, get some exercise and 
know that we’re contributing to an important and 
worthy organization whose audacious goal is to end 
hunger. Join us Saturday, May 5th. Please be generous 
when you donate to Foodshare – deadline is Sunday, 
May 6th.   
 
To join in or with questions, please contact Nancy 
Rion, nancyrion2@gmail.com, David Pettyjohn, 
pettyjohnd@gmail.com, or members of the Social 
Action and Mission Committee. 
 

 
May 6th is Communion Sunday:  
Non-perishable Food and Monetary 

Donations Most Appreciated! 
Help fill the growing need for food assistance among 
our Hartford neighbors who routinely visit the church 
by donating such items as canned meat, tuna, pasta, 
sauce and more. Monetary donations using the 
envelopes provided in the pews or in your box of 
pledge envelopes, if you use them, are also gratefully 
accepted. Thank you for your generosity! 

mailto:nancyrion2@gmail.com
mailto:pettyjohnd@gmail.com
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Unanimous Approval at Sunday, April 
29th Special Congregational Meeting 
On Sunday, April 29th, the congregation in attendance 
approved amending the bylaws to establish a new 
committee, the Environmental Action Committee. We 
look forward to the work that this new committee will 
initiate! 
 

 
Youth Boston Mission Trip: Friday,  

May 4th-Sunday, May 6th 
Our youth are going on a Mission Immersion weekend 
to Boston! Some of the service offerings will be 
assembling 100 bagged lunches to hand out on the 
Boston Common and other needs in the community. 
Come hear their testimony and witness during 
worship on June 10th as they share their experiences 
from the pulpit. Thank you for your support! 
 

 

 
 
Please Take Our Three-Minute 

Fundraising Survey! 
The Immanuel Fundraising Committee is seeking your 
thoughts on how we can craft a fundraising program 
that meets Immanuel’s budgetary needs (this year, a 
$15,000 line item). This program is separate from the 
many targeted fundraisers to which our Immanuel 
community responds so generously.   
 
Please go to the following link:  ICC Fundraising Survey 

to complete the survey (a mere 10 questions, 
expected to take about three minutes).   

 
LGBTQ Task Force Meeting: All are 

Invited! 
The next meeting of the Immanuel LGBTQ Task Force 
will be after worship on Sunday, May 6th in the 
Parlor. So far this year we have had volunteers staff 
an information table at the True Colors conference 
and the Transgender Lives conference as a way to 
share Immanuel’s extravagant welcome with the 
LGBTQ community.  
 
At the next meeting, we will look ahead to a Pride 
worship service in June and a 10th Anniversary of 
Marriage Equality worship service in November…not 
to mention brand new LGBTQ Task Force 
Dinners…coming soon! 
 
The group only meets three times a year and we 
coordinate via email. Please join us! ALL are welcome! 
For more information, contact Anne Stanback at 
annestanback@gmail.com. 
 

 
A PICTORIAL DIRECTORY FOR 
IMMANUEL! 
The deacons need YOU! We are collecting pictures for 
a new Immanuel Directory, and we want every 
member’s mug shot. 
 
Our new directory will have individual photos of each 
member and their family and an up-to-date 
alphabetical listing of members’ addresses, phone 
numbers, and emails. We are producing it ourselves, 
using the church’s software, so it will be free of cost 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/D9ZCD9F
mailto:annestanback@gmail.com
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and easy to keep current. Best of all, it will help us to 
get to know and keep in touch with each other as our 
congregation grows.  
 
Here’s what you need to do: 

1. Send a clear, high-resolution photo of your 
own—families, couples, individuals--to Deb 
Flower at flowerd1@yahoo.com. It can be 
casual—just be sure that it’s clear and people 
will recognize faces!  
 

OR 
 

2. One of us can take your picture in Fellowship 
Hall after worship. Takes a second! Painless! 
Look for Deb Flower, Gretchen Hathaway, or 
Larry Paterno.  

 

THEN: 
 

3. To be sure that your directory entry is 
complete and accurate, you may email Sue 
Fisher, admin@iccucc.org, with changes to the 
current directory information,  
 

OR 
 

4. Fill out the form found on the name tag table 
in Fellowship Hall, and place it in the box found 
near the forms. 

 

Our goal is to have the directory ready by Rally Sunday 
in September. All we need is you! 

 
PLANT & FLOWER SALE, Saturday,  

May 12th, 9am – 2pm! 
The sun is shining and blossoms are out! If you are 
ready for planting and outside decorating, or need a 
lovely, lasting gift for mothers, aunts and other special 
people, Immanuel is the place to be on Saturday, May 
12th. Flowers and plants to plant and hanging pots 
galore!  
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  
1) Can you spare an hour or two anytime between 
7am and 3pm on May 12th, or after church on Sunday, 
May 13th, if there are any leftovers?   
2) Do you have plants that you are splitting or 
removing? Pot or bag them up and add them to the 
sale. 
 
Contact Jennifer Gaudet, 860 798-7454 or 
jennifergaudet@sbcglobal.net if you can help with 
either of these. Sponsored by the Fundraising 
Committee.   
 

 
This Month’s Tea Talk with Reverend 

Kari and Reverend Isaac: May 20th  
Have burning theological questions on your mind? 
Want to share what’s been on your heart? Discerning 
how to use your unique gifts? Or just want to know 
the ministers better? On the third Sundays of the 
month, the ministers invite newcomers to join us in 
the church’s library for tea and conversation. So come 
and bring your questions, thoughts, and ideas. 
 

 
Pentecost Confirmation Sunday:  

May 20th, 10am with Reception to 
Follow 
The meaningful and robust confirmation journey for 
our four confirmands concludes with spirited worship 
service on May 20th. Join us to support and celebrate 
these young people as their adult journeys begin! 

mailto:flowerd1@yahoo.com
mailto:flowerd1@yahoo.com
mailto:admin@iccucc.org
mailto:jennifergaudet@sbcglobal.net
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Get Involved with Jessie’s Community 

Garden (JCG) ANYTIME! 
Immanuel's new ministry is underway! Enjoy these 
photos of the construction of our new Jessie’s 
Community Garden (JCG)! We plan to grow fresh, 
healthy food in these beds for and WITH our 
neighbors in need. Get involved by signing up in 
Fellowship Hall. Or learn more by contacting Joanna 
Gerber, joanna.gerber@att.net, 860 236-5490; or 
Sandy Wiseman, swwiseman@sbcglobal.net, 860 233- 
8696. 
 

 
 

 

 
Attention 2018 Graduates and Families 
If you are graduating high school, college or 
continuing education trade or training programs, 
please contact Tracy Gormley at 860-527-8121 or 
tracy.gormley@iccucc.org by May 20th so that we can 
recognize and honor your achievements. 

 
 
 

 
SAVE THE DATE: Moving from Charity 

to Justice: Society’s Criminal Justice 
Challenge – Sunday, June 10th, 2-4pm, 

Fellowship Hall 
Please join us for a panel discussion focused on 
innovative reforms to our state’s criminal justice 
system and innovative programs in the community to 
help those who have been previously incarcerated.  
 
Hear from policy experts, advocates and returning 
citizens and learn how communities of faith can make 
a difference in this critical work.  
 
For more information, contact Anne Stanback at 
annestanback@gmail.com.  
 

The true measure of our character is how  
we treat the poor, the disfavored, the accused, 

the incarcerated, and the condemned.   
-Bryan Stevenson 

 
 

 

mailto:Joanna.gerber@att.net
mailto:swwiseman@sbcglobal.net
tel:(860)%20527-8121
mailto:tracy.gormley@iccucc.org
mailto:annestanback@gmail.com


The Voice  Page 5 

Immanuel: Well Represented at the 

Transgender Lives Conference at 
UConn on Saturday, April 28th! 
Thank you to Dr. Elijah Nealy, Keynote Speaker, and all 
of our table volunteers! 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
There are many ways to get involved 
at Immanuel and live our faith, 

including the committees that are the 
heart and hands of the church! 
Although our church year begins after the annual 
meeting, it’s never the wrong time to join a 
committee or board, and new members are always 
welcome! No experience required! Please consider 
this active way to get to know other members of your 
church and give back. Stay tuned to Sunday Orders of 
Service for details! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dinners for Nine Are Underway! 
Fellow Immanuelites join together for a good meal 
and good fellowship. If you missed this round of 
dinner parties, be sure to sign up quickly during the 
next round! 
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Advocacy Petitions and 
Announcements Welcome! 
Our Advocacy Table in Fellowship Hall is the place to 
share announcements of events, action opportunities 
and petitions for people to sign. All are welcome to 
bring items for the table each week. Questions? 
Contact Nancy or Mike Rion, nancyrion2@gmail.com, 
mikerion@gmail.com. 

 

 
REMEMBER! Amazon Smile Program 
Immanuel has been approved by Amazon to 
participate in the Amazon Smile fundraising program. 
By selecting Immanuel as your Amazon Smile charity, 
the Amazon Smile Foundation will donate an amount 
equal to .05% of your Amazon purchases to 
Immanuel. There are no extra charges to participate in 
the program. You can use the link below to select 
Immanuel as your Amazon Smile charity: 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0647019  
 

 
Silver Lake Summer Camp! Come play 

in God's backyard! 
Silver Lake Conference Center is the home of the 
Outdoor Ministries of the Connecticut Conference of 
the United Church of Christ. Nestled in the 
picturesque foothills of the Berkshires of Litchfield 
County, Silver Lake has been welcoming church 

groups, youth groups, schools, non-profits and 
businesses since 1957. 
 
Each summer, Silver Lake continues the proud 
tradition of being the vibrant church camp for up to 
1,300 fourth graders through high school-age young 
people. These week-long “conferences” offer “once-
in-a-lifetime experiences, over and over” to several 
generations of youth, helping to shape future leaders 
and transform lives. 
 
Here is a link to the programs and weeks that they are 
offered. Summer sessions are for children entering 
the 4th-12th grade. 
https://www.silverlakect.org/files/content/silver+lake
/silver+lake=files/2018+web+silver+lake+summer+bro
chure+-+20171220+-+jhc.pdf.  
 
If your child would like to attend Silver Lake and you 
are on a tight budget...WE WILL FIND A WAY FOR 
YOUR CHILD TO GO TO SILVER LAKE! It is too great of 
an experience to pass up! I highly recommend it. Need 
more information? Ask Tracy! 
 

 
Earthkeepers Corner 
May is here and it is time for us to plant gardens!  
IREJN is encouraging congregations to put in organic 
gardens of all kinds this Spring. Hartford Friends 
(Quaker) in West Hartford have a pollinator garden in 
the works, UU Society Manchester planted their "Peas 
and Love Garden", Immanuel Congregational and the 
Muhammad Islamic Center in Hartford have raised 
bed gardens started. Planting a garden, large or small, 
is great earth-friendly intergenerational fun. Plant a 
small patch of Milkweed and see if you can get our 
disappearing Monarchs to come lay some eggs. Seeds 
are available online or at your local gardening store. 
Be sure to go herbicide and pesticide free. Creation 
needs all the love and nurturing we can give right 
now! Ask questions or for a gardening consultation at 
terri@irejn.org. 

mailto:nancyrion2@gmail.com
mailto:mikerion@gmail.com
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0647019
https://www.silverlakect.org/files/content/silver+lake/silver+lake=files/2018+web+silver+lake+summer+brochure+-+20171220+-+jhc.pdf
https://www.silverlakect.org/files/content/silver+lake/silver+lake=files/2018+web+silver+lake+summer+brochure+-+20171220+-+jhc.pdf
https://www.silverlakect.org/files/content/silver+lake/silver+lake=files/2018+web+silver+lake+summer+brochure+-+20171220+-+jhc.pdf
mailto:terri@irejn.org
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 May  2018  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 3:15pm University of 

Hartford Rehearsal 
6pm Christian Education 
Committee Meeting 
6:30pm Rev. Isaac 
Pastoral Relations 
Committee Meeting 
 

2 12 Noon Charter Oak 

Health Van 
 

3 9:15am Sondra Kelly 

Voice Lesson 
7pm Voce Rehearsal 
7:30pm Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
 

4 4:30pm Youth Depart 

for Boston Mission Trip 
7pm Voce Rehearsal 
 

5 9am Church Kitchen 

Rental 
10am Voce Rehearsal 
10am Walk Against 
Hunger 

 
 

6 8:30am Bible Study 

9am Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
10am Worship, Christian 
Kids! Church School 
11:15am LGBTQ Task 
Force Meeting 
2pm Voce Rehearsal 
 

7 7pm Diaconate 

Meeting 
7pm Property Committee 
Meeting 
7pm Voce Rehearsal 
 

8 8am South Marshall 

Street Interfaith Coalition 
Meeting 
 

9 12 Noon Charter Oak 

Health Van 
1pm Prayer Shawl Knitting 
Group 
 

10 7:30pm Chancel 

Choir Rehearsal 
 

11 7:30pm Voce 

Concert 
 

12 9am Plant & Flower 

Sale 
 

13 8:30am Bible Study 

9am Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
10am Worship, Christian 
Kids! Church School 

 
 

14 7pm Social Action & 

Mission Committee 
Meeting 
 

15  
 

16 12 Noon Charter 

Oak Health Van 
6pm Marshall House 
Birthday Party 
7:30pm PFLAG Meeting 
 

17 7:30pm Chancel 

Choir Rehearsal 
 

18  
 

19  
 

20 8:30am Bible Study 

9am Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
10am Intergenerational 
Pentecost Worship 
w/Confirmation 
11:15am Newcomers’ Tea 
Talk 
11:15am Music 
Committee Meeting 
 

21 7pm Council Meeting 
 

22 6:30pm West 

Hartford Women’s Chorale 
Rehearsal 
 
 

23  24 11am Immanuel 

Serves at Loaves & Fishes 
7:30pm Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
 

25  
 

26  
 

27 9am Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal 
10am Worship 
 

28 Memorial Day: 

Church Office Closed 
 

29 6:30pm West 

Hartford Women’s Chorale 
Rehearsal 
6:30pm Called to Care 
Meeting 
 

30 12 Noon Charter 

Oak Health Van 
 

31 7:30pm Chancel 

Choir Rehearsal 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM – 4:30PM 
FARMINGTON AVE AT WOODLAND ST | HARTFORD CT | 06105 

O F F I C E  8 6 0 - 5 2 7 - 8 1 2 1  WWW.ICCUCC.ORG   FACEBOOK.COM/ICCUCC 
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