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What a Gift! 
Rev. Dr. Jim Antal preached and participated in a 
Second Hour on Sunday, April 28th. Climate Change IS 

a faith issue 🌿🌎🌳🌻and our earth must be saved! 
#LoveAndWork4Justice #EcoJustice 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you, Immanuel, for another 

Successful Walk Against Hunger! 
Thanks to all who participated in—and all who 
donated to—the annual Foodshare Walk Against 
Hunger this year! We continue to keep up our 
tradition—having fun and raising money for an 
important cause, to feed the hungry and work to end 
hunger. Thanks again! 
 

Another Opportunity to Help Feed the 

Hungry: Communion Sunday, May 5th! 
On the first Sunday of each month, we are invited to 
make cash donations or contribute non-perishable 
food items. Special favorites are boxed tuna and 
chicken, and peanut butter crackers. Please help fill 
the growing need for food assistance among our 
Hartford neighbors who routinely visit the church. 

 
COMING UP IN MAY! DINNERS FOR 

NINE 
What are Dinners for Nine? They are informal 
gatherings, hosted by Immanuel members in their 
homes or apartments. The host provides a main dish, 
and the guests bring side dishes, appetizers, and 
desserts. There is no agenda but to have fun and get 
to know each other better.  
 
Who are the hosts? Anyone who enjoys welcoming a 
diverse bunch of people, some new to Immanuel, who 
may know each other not at all or only slightly, in a 
warm and accepting atmosphere. It helps to have a 
good sense of humor and be able to scrounge up nine 
chairs! If you would like to be a host, contact 
Gretchen Hathaway, mvhathaway@gmail.com,  
860-967-4278.  
 
Who are the guests? Anyone who signs up. We 
especially encourage newer members to take the 
leap—you won’t feel like a new member once you’ve 
been to dinner! And “old” members will enjoy getting 
to know some of our amazing newcomers. Watch for 
sign-up sheets in Fellowship Hall. 
 
When and where are the dinners? On various dates 
of the hosts’ choosing between May 10th and May 
20th. The hosts will be scattered geographically, so 
you’re likely to find a convenient location. You’ll find 
the information on the sign-up sheets. Hosts will 
contact their guests directly with details and potluck 
assignments.  
 
Look for the sign-up sheets in Fellowship Hall and add 
your name right away. The dinners will fill up quickly! 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/loveandwork4justice?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARD0l0sCcXztoWsbKqw6X2TwzHQuY9kEKkjoGyRE6IWcVGiDS5vOo8TWVZggkD8nTed5nuuI1vAMwEnnUWROgM8xkGxWBF2Q4Lq8hA2GcPDirfa9Od8VJu2Uv0GJ_gSJP_mZ5OFNmilSAdIpKQqUVbf7aLpvUDXJ5XQnBdXP3cCj1jXM6dIUrnS3JKYyXPYvPERJcOP5_sz7kxgXyLjnrKuliP5qMW9Dnt_Xc2lL9s-89IUiG0mQbwDVSQLjJ3nKb26oDzRpODj3cwxugj8d68jbtZ4AdarEfHuHfR7ZaJzbI_x4qh5liR5SuLZ_1W9Ne2xuzEw6M1X-LeXhLz6w988jBA&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/ecojustice?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARD0l0sCcXztoWsbKqw6X2TwzHQuY9kEKkjoGyRE6IWcVGiDS5vOo8TWVZggkD8nTed5nuuI1vAMwEnnUWROgM8xkGxWBF2Q4Lq8hA2GcPDirfa9Od8VJu2Uv0GJ_gSJP_mZ5OFNmilSAdIpKQqUVbf7aLpvUDXJ5XQnBdXP3cCj1jXM6dIUrnS3JKYyXPYvPERJcOP5_sz7kxgXyLjnrKuliP5qMW9Dnt_Xc2lL9s-89IUiG0mQbwDVSQLjJ3nKb26oDzRpODj3cwxugj8d68jbtZ4AdarEfHuHfR7ZaJzbI_x4qh5liR5SuLZ_1W9Ne2xuzEw6M1X-LeXhLz6w988jBA&__tn__=%2ANK-R
mailto:mvhathaway@gmail.com
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Immanuel at the True Colors Annual 
Conference 
I was one of several people representing Immanuel at 
the True Colors conference at UConn Storrs in March. 
As I was being asked to write a brief article about the 
conference to recap our involvement for the 
congregation, our new Stewardship campaign was 
also being introduced. The campaign is asking us to 
think about and share what makes us thankful for 
Immanuel and what makes us proud to be part of this 
community. The timing could not have been better. 
Being at this conference made me both proud and 
thankful to be part of Immanuel.  
 
For those who may not know, True Colors is a non-
profit organization that works with other social service 
agencies, schools, and organizations in communities 
to ensure the needs of sexual and gender minority 
youth are both recognized and met. Immanuel had a 
table at this Annual Conference which is the largest 
LGBTQ conference in the country. There were 3,979 
attendees including 122 high schools, 11 middle 
schools, 14 colleges, and 10 states represented. It was 
an amazing event with workshops, speakers, and 
vendor opportunities. There were only three churches 
in attendance, all UCC. The others were Tolland and 
Mystic along with a table hosted by the Regional UCC 
Conference.   
 
What was most striking to me was seeing the students 
so free to be themselves. I kept thinking back to my 
days in middle school, high school, and college and 
how much energy I put into being invisible, to not 
being noticed, and hiding who I knew I was. Although 
there is still work to be done, it was stunning to 
contrast my student days of fear and isolation to the  
celebratory feeling in that room.   
There were several opportunities to engage in 
conversation with people stopping by our table. These 
moments were fun and poignant. Among the many 
encounters was a high school aged lesbian who grew 
up in the UCC and is hoping to become a minister. She 
said, “I knew the UCC wouldn’t let me down.” A gay 

high school boy came by with friends. He stood 
silently for a few seconds and then said, “I didn’t know 
there were churches that would want me.” A high 
school aged lesbian walked over just to say thank you 
for being there. There was a trans-girl from another 
state who wanted to find a church. We used my 
phone to find a couple of UCC (O&A) churches close to 
her. There was a mom who took the day off from 
work to bring her middle school aged son (who 
identifies as gay) because his school wanted nothing 
to do with the conference. One of my last 
conversations was with a social worker. She couldn’t 
thank Immanuel enough for being at the conference. 
She expressed her frustration with her own church 
and their inability to deal with anything related to 
welcoming LGBTQ people.     
 
These are just a few of the encounters that will stay 
with me. Our presence there demonstrated our 
support for the entire LGBTQ community, and spoke 
volumes about our values as a faith community. 
Although this is a great event for Immanuel to attend, 
and a wonderful way of planting seeds for potential 
newcomers, what is more important are the messages 
these young people received by Immanuel being 
there. They now know that having a church in their 
lives is an option; that some churches will accept and 
embrace them; and that we believe they are beloved 
children of God…exactly as they are. I couldn’t have 
been prouder to be representing Immanuel that day; 
and even more thankful that David and I found this 
very unique and special church home.    
 
John D. Scully 

 
READY FOR SOME FUN? 
The Stewardship Committee is hosting a fun Second 
Hour on Sunday, May 19th - a quick- paced Immanuel 
Trivia contest in the Parlor. So bring your coffee and 
your Immanuel knowledge (or lack of) and join in. 
Prizes will be awarded for the overachievers. If you 
have some Immanuel trivia to contribute, please send 
it to Gene Flynn at carriage11@yahoo.com.  

mailto:carriage11@yahoo.com
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PLANT AND FLOWER SALE! Saturday, 

May 11th, 9 am - 2 pm, on the Church’s 
Farmington Ave./Woodland St. Corner 
Spring has finally arrived, so it’s time to think about 
brightening up your yard, balcony and interior spaces 
with plants and flowers. And you can surprise a loved 
one with a beautiful, lasting gift on Mother’s Day. 
We’ll have lots of hanging pots, flowers for planting 
and - NEW THIS YEAR - house plants! 
 
CAN YOU HELP OUT? 

 We need a truck or van to transport plants on 
Friday, May 10 (Durham to Hartford) 

 Sign up for a shift (an hour or two) between 7 
am and 3 pm on May 11 

 Help sell any leftovers after church on May 12 

 Donate bulbs or plants that you are culling 
from your outdoor garden (potted or bagged, 
either is fine) 

 Donate house plants rooted from your indoor 
plants 

 Get creative with small succulents and donate 
them (they’re great gifts!) 

Contact Jennifer Gaudet, 860 798-7454 or 
jennifergaudet@sbcglobal.net if you can help in any 
way. Sponsored by the Fundraising Committee 
 

 
Christian Education Volunteer 

Recognition Sunday, May 5th 
Please join the Board of Christian Education in 
thanking our many and fabulous volunteers who share 
their time and talent with our children and youth. 
These folks work quietly behind the scenes each week 
to share their love of God and the light of Christ as 
they form our youngest disciples. We will thank God 
for their ministry during worship after they are 
treated to a delicious breakfast. We love our 
volunteers! 

 
Attention 2019 Graduates and Families 
If you are graduating high school, college or 
continuing education trade or training programs, 
please contact Tracy Gormley at 860-527-8121 or 
tracy.gormley@iccucc.org by May 20th so that we can 
recognize and honor your achievements. 

 

  
Immanuel Church Hosts/Co-Sponsors  
With Interreligious Eco-Justice 

Network (IREJN): 
 

Green Forum on Divestment 
Sunday, June 2nd 

2 -4:30pm 
Church Parlor and Fellowship Hall 

 
Fossil fuels are not only bad for the planet – they are 
bad for our portfolios, too! During this forum, those in 
attendance will learn why investments with fossil fuels 
stocks consistently underperform investments 
without them. You will also learn how churches and 
individuals can thoughtfully and strategically divest 
from fossil fuels. 
 
During apartheid, divestment was a powerful strategy 
for change. It is time to divest from fossil fuels and 
move our country to 100% renewable energy. 
 

 Keynote Speaker: Rev. Fletcher Harper, 
Executive Director, Green Faith 

 Special video message from world known 
environmental activist, Bill McKibben 

 A panel of experts will share how churches and 
individuals might divest from fossil fuels and 
invest in renewables. Participatory roundtable 
interactive discussion will follow panel 
discussion. The Forum is open to the public. 

 
RSVP at 
https://greenforumondivestment.eventbrite.com 
Visit www.irejn.org for more information or contact 
Immanuel’s Environmental Action Committee. 
 

mailto:jennifergaudet@sbcglobal.net
tel:(860)%20527-8121
mailto:tracy.gormley@iccucc.org
https://greenforumondivestment.eventbrite.com/
http://www.irejn.org/
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All Welcome to Attend: Undoing 

Racism Training Presented by The 
People’s Institute for Survival and 

Beyond 
Undoing Racism is the Institute's signature workshop. 
This intensive process challenges participants to 
analyze the structures of power and privilege that 
hinder social equity and prepares them to be effective 
organizers for justice. The multiracial team of 
organizers/trainers includes more than 40 men and 
women whose anti-racist organizing expertise 
includes years with civil, labor and welfare rights 
struggles, educational, foster care, social service and 
health reform movements, as well as youth and 
grassroots community organizing. To learn more 
about the Undoing Racism Training visit 
www.pisab.org. 
 
Details on the training: 

 There is a maximum participation of 40 people 
per training. 

 The full cost is $450 per person (scholarships 
available) and that cost includes the training 
and continental breakfast, snacks, and lunch 
each day. 

 Payment can be made online through CAC’s 
web site donation page 
(www.christianactivities.org) or by check made 
payable to Christian Activities Council (CAC), 
47 Vine Street, Hartford, CT 06112 and write 
“Undoing Racism Training” in the subject line. 
100% of the fee goes to The People’s Institute 
(and food). 

 Full and partial scholarships are available!!! 
Please talk to Kari or Isaac. 

 Participation all three days is required. 

 
Training Dates: Tuesday – Thursday, June 11-13th at 
Beth El Temple in West Hartford. 
Ways to Register: 
Online: http://christianactivities.org/undoing-racism-
registration/ 
By email – send name, congregation, phone number, 
series you will attend to 
cmackey@christianactivities.org. 
By phone: 860-527-9860 
If registering by phone or email, please be sure to 
indicate if you request a scholarship and at what 
amount. This question is asked on the online 
registration form as well. 
 

 
Did you know that 1 million disposable 

coffee cups end up in landfills every 

minute? Please help to keep our earth “green” and 

carry your own travel container for beverages! 

 

 
Yoga for Everybody, the Ruth Bender 

Method, led by Dorothy Lovett Buckley, 

every Friday, 10am-12 Noon, in the 
Church Parlor 
Everybody welcome! Bring your own mat or blanket. 
10-10:30am: conversation and prep time; 10:30-
11:30am: class; 11:30am-12 Noon: conversation and 
clean-up. Cost is free, or a donation to the 
Environmental Action Committee.  
 

http://www.pisab.org/
http://www.christianactivities.org/
https://maps.google.com/?q=47+Vine+Street,+Hartford,+CT+06112&entry=gmail&source=g
http://christianactivities.org/undoing-racism-registration/
http://christianactivities.org/undoing-racism-registration/
mailto:cmackey@christianactivities.org
tel:(860)%20527-9860
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Save the Date: South Marshall Street Block Party –Tuesday, June 25th, 4-7pm 
You won’t want to miss the 16th annual South Marshall Block Party – it promises to be better than ever! 

Last year, over 40 people from Immanuel volunteered and mingled with over 500 residents of South Marshall Street 

at their annual Block Party. We served 1,000 hot dogs and hamburgers, gave away over 1,000 children’s books and 

produced lots of smiles as we painted children’s faces.  

 

We’re looking for volunteers again this year. The South Marshall Interfaith Coalition will once again provide food, 

games for the children, and a variety of fun entertainment. Over 30 non-profits from our neighborhood will be 

providing activities for children and sharing information about their services. We will be giving all the children 

backpacks filled with summer fun supplies–paper, crayons, bubbles, chalk etc.—all donated by the churches in our 

neighborhood.   

 

Opportunities for YOU to get involved: 

 Bring children’s books to Fellowship Hall– new or gently used (cardboard toddler books are particularly 
popular) 

 Bring fun back pack supplies to Fellowship Hall – bubbles, chalk, stickers, pencils, crayons, - be creative! 
 

In June you can sign up in Fellowship Hall to volunteer at the block party to  

 Grill hamburgers and hotdogs 

 Serve the food 

 Host the Immanuel table – tell folks who we are 

 Paint Faces at an Immanuel table  

 Help at the book tables  

 

The Block Party, just 3 blocks from Immanuel, begins at Marshall House homeless shelter and stretches past the 22 

Habitat houses, to the end of the block where the Karen and Nepali refugees live. This event is a wonderful 

opportunity for the residents to get to know each other, and, it is a terrific opportunity for us, as volunteers, to get 

to meet some of our neighbors! For more information, contact Nancy Rion, nancyrion2@gmail.com.   

 

mailto:nancyrion2@gmail.com
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Youth Group Mission Trip to Providence, Rhode Island, Friday,  
April 26th—Sunday, April 28th 

Our youth went on a Mission Immersion weekend to Providence! Come hear their testimony and witness during 
worship on May 19th as they share their experiences from the pulpit. Thank you for your support! 
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 May  2019  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 12 Noon Charter Oak 

Health Van 
4:30pm Junior 
Peacebuilders Meeting 
 

2 7:30pm Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal 

3  4 10am Voce Rehearsal 
 

5 8:30am Bible Study 

9am Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
9am Christian Education 
Volunteers Brunch 
10am Music of Haydn 
Worship, including Church 
School and Reception of 
New Members 
11:15am LGBTQ+Allies 
Task Force Meeting 
1:15pm Voce Rehearsal 
5:30pm Youth Group 
Mission Trip Worship 
Planning Meeting 

6 7pm Voce Rehearsal 

7pm Diaconate Meeting 
 

7 8am South Marshall 

Street Interfaith Coalition 
Meeting 
 

8 12 Noon Charter Oak 

Health Van 
1pm Prayer Shawl Knitting 
Group 
4:30pm Junior 
Peacebuilders Meeting 
7pm Finance Committee 
Meeting 
 

9 7:30pm Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal 
 

10 7pm Voce Rehearsal 
 

11 9am Plant Sale 

6pm Voce Rehearsal 
 

12 8:30am Bible Study 

10am Worship, including 
Church School 
 

13  
 

14 6:30pm Rev. Isaac 

Pastoral Relations 
Committee Meeting 
 

15 12 Noon Charter 

Oak Health Van 
4:30pm Junior 
Peacebuilders Meeting 
7:30pm PFLAG Meeting 
 

16 7:30pm Chancel 

Choir Rehearsal 
 

17  
 

18  
 

19 8:30am Bible Study 

10am Youth Group 
Mission Trip Worship, 
including Church School 
11:15am Stewardship 
Second Hour ICC Trivia 
Game 
11:30am Tea Talk 
w/Ministers 
 

20 7pm Council Meeting 
 

21  
 

22 12 Noon Charter 

Oak Health Van 
1pm Prayer Shawl Knitting 
Group 
4:30pm Junior 
Peacebuilders Meeting 
7pm Environmental Action 
Committee Meeting 

 
 

23 11am Immanuel 

Serves at Loaves & Fishes 
7:30pm Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
 

24  
 

25  
 

26 8:30am Bible Study 

10am Worship, including 
Church School 
12 Noon Communications 
Committee Meeting 
 

27 Memorial Day: 

Church Office Closed 
 

28  
 

29 12 Noon Charter 

Oak Health Van 
4:30pm Junior 
Peacebuilders Meeting 
 
 

30 7:30pm Chancel 

Choir Rehearsal 
 

31  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


